»

US starts to enaag on

sation's (WTO) min
ence just four months away, India
has pressed for early start of formal

talks on getting: me dispute setile- -

ment system at.the world body
- functioning again.

The US;whose actions led to the -

whole dispute settlernent system

the i issue aﬁer ’nisckmr

becoming non—funrtlcnai, has now
started engagingon theissueof Dis-
- pute Setﬂement Body’s reformsin .
informalways,a senior official said.
Theinformal setting posés chal{
lenges -to participation 6 bther
members ofthe WTOwhe i
1ted presence of an ssadors atth

a At the senio
,o‘%’ icials' meeting
of me_WTO !ast

“tradetegulsting

@ Tha mtormai
setting poses
challengesto. .-

= The US had

derailedthe ..

system afterit lost :

participation of - rnany cases atthe
other members - | WTOandwantsa
who have limitad - | ‘systemthatrelies
- presence atthe onnégotiation&

dossnothavean

, eneughtransiato,gsis Isaham pe

thmg as mundan

t1on$ 0 a mote fmmal seitmv ofa

- committee so that other membere
can deploy resources and partici-
pate in the discussions.

“We have to formalise this
process as soon as possible. India
stated that if you want to maintain
the WTO’s credibility, we need to
talk on this,” the official added.

India has not submitted any
paper or proposal on the reform as

. talksare happeninginformally.

- There are‘two maimways to set-
tle a dispute orice a complaint has

been filed at the WTO. Either the -

parties involved settlé it among
themselves or they may move for

adjudication. The ruling of the dis- .
. pute settlement body can also be-

body

- appellatebody

. According to
a system that
relies moré on negotiationand does
nothaveanappellate bodyas thelit-
igationin thelegacysystemis costly
and time consuming. .

“They are talkmg about pempha
eral refotms, but our main demand
isthatthereshould beatwotiersys-
temincludingasystemof appeals,
the official sazd

. The dispute settlement system ’

atthe WTO hasbeeninlimbo since
the US in 2017 started blocking

appointments totheappellatebody

of thedispute settlement systemas
the judges there retired, By 2019,
the system becamenon-functional.
Since 2020, all seven seats of the
appellate body have beenvacant.
This has resulted in 2 situation

- tlement reform with a;

where rulings by the dispute settle-
ment body of the WTO cannot be
implementedasthesystem ofappeal
is not available, Normally more than
70% of the rulings by dispuite settle-
ment body end up in appeal. Since

Decembgr 2019, over 20 appeals

have been filed forappeal.

Atvarious occasions, major trad-

ing countries have committed to
get the dispute settlement system
functional by 2024. At the G-20
meeting of trade ministers arid the

summit, this commitment wasreit-

eratéd, During the senior officials
meeting, the members were
encouraged to participate ify

ongoing reform of the disp

achieve tangible outcome.

ment ministers meetmg of the
WTO which is scheduled to be held

during February 26-29 in' Abu

) Dhabi




