Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran (left) and Airbus
Chief Commercial Officer Christian Scherer (right) during the foundation stone laying
ceremony of C-295 transport aircraft manufacturing plant in Vadodara on Sunday
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Timefor India-made
passenger aircraft: PM

AJAI SHUKLA
New Delhi, 30 October

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said he could fore-
see that India would soon be
manufacturing big passenger
aircraft that would proudly
bear the words ‘Made in India’.
He was speaking at the foun-
dation stone ceremony of the
Tata-Airbus C-295 aircraft
manufacturing facility in
Vadodara, Gujarat. The
%22,000-crore project is being
seen as a win for Gujarat ahead
of assembly elections.

Addressing the gathering,
the PM said, “India is moving
forward with the mantra of
‘Make in India, Make for the
World'..... The C-295 aircraft
would bolster the logistical
capability of the Indian Air
Force (IAF).” While pointing
out that India is making fighter
jets, tanks, submarines, medi-
cines, vaccines, electronic
gadgets, mobile phones and
cars that are popular in many
countries, he said India would
now become a huge manufac-
turer of transport aircraft.

The PM stressed that India

PM URGED INDIA INC
TO MOVE
AGGRESSIVELY ON
MANUFACTURING
WITHOUT LOSING
THE CURRENT
OPPORTUNITY.

“GROWTH
MOMENTUM OF INDIA
HAS BEEN
MAINTAINED DESPITE
THEPANDEMIC, WAR
AND SUPPLY-CHAIN
DISRUPTIONS,"
HESAID

would need more than 2,000
aircraft in the next 15 years.
“Today is a crucial step in this
direction.”

Speaking at the event, Tata
Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran said, “This is
a historic moment not only for
the Tata Group but for the
country, as it embraces the
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s

vision of being truly
‘Atmanirbhar’”. Airbus chief
executive officer Guillaume
Faury said, “Our teams are
committed to supporting the
modernisation of the Indian
Air Force with the C-295 pro-
gramme, which will also con-
tribute to the development of
the private defence manufac-
turing sector in the country.”
Congratulating the two
groups, the PM said more than
100 medium, small and micro
enterprises (MSMEs) were
associated with the project.
Highlighting that India is
creating an unprecedented
environment for manufactur-
ing in the country, Modi cited
the creation of a simplified,
globally competitive, corporate
tax structure, permitting 100
per cent foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) across sectors,
opening up defence and space
sectors for private companies,
reforming 29 central labour
laws into four codes, abolishing
33,000 compliances, and cre-
ating the Goods and Service
Tax that put an end to a com-
plex web of dozens of taxes.
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portal is based on the conver-
gence model, which we experi-
mented on our national con-
sumer helpline and almost 654
companies have been con-
verged so far with our help-
line,” Singh said.

In the past, the ministry
asked consumer durable com-
panies, including Apple, Sony,
and LG, to converge with the
helpline set up by the con-
sumer affairs ministry for time-
bound complaints redress.
According to government offi-
cials, not just large companies,
but even small ones were also
asked to comply with the ini-
tiative as complaints received
were not resolved on time due
to non-uniform complex
procedures. With the conver-
gence of companies with the
helpline, most consumer com-
plaints are directly connected
to the company concerned.

PM...

He recalled a time when the
dominant thought was to focus
on the service sector as man-
ufacturing was considered to
be beyond reach. “Today, we
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are improving both services
and manufacturing sectors...
Indiais preparing to stay ahead
of everyone in manufacturing,”
he said. While reiterating the
investment-friendly policies,
the PM urged India Inc to move
aggressively on manufacturing
without losing the current
opportunity. “Growth momen-
tum of India has been main-
tained despite pandemic, war
and supply-chain disruptions.”
Modi said that over $3 billion
has been invested in the aero-
space sector alone. Post 2014,
investment in this sector grew
five times larger then what had
been invested during 2000 to
2014. “We aim to scale our
defence manufacturing bey-
ond $25 billion by 2025. Our
defence exports will also
exceed $5 billion,” he added.

“Today our policies are
stable, predictable and futuris-
tic,” he said. “A new saga of eco-
nomic reforms is being written
in India and the manufactur-
ing sector is reaping the most
benefits from this, apart from
the states.” The PM lamented
the “makeshift approach” of
the previous government
where the manufacturing sec-
tor was kept barely functional
through subsidy.

Under the C295 project, a
consortium of two Tata Group
firms — Tata Advanced Sys-
tems (TASL) and Tata Cons-
ultancy Services, led by TASL
— will assemble 40 Airbus
transport aircraft with man-
ufacturing technology sup-
plied by Airbus Defence and
Space. This is the first time a
private firm has been entrusted
with manufacturing an entire
military aircraft. The project
will also involve Airbus supply-
ing the first 16 transport aircraft
ready-built in Seville, Spain.
The aircraft can be used for
both military and civilian pur-
poses. The first 16 “fly-away-
condition” aircraft are sched-
uled to be received by the IAF
between September 2023 and
August 2025. The first C-295s
assembled in Vadodra are
expected to be delivered from
September 2026.



