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Adding to rhe economic
analysis, Adiri Nayar, Chief

TRADEFRICTION
Nachiketa Sawrikar, Fur
Manager at Artha Bhan
Global Multiplier Funr
pointed out that A$EAI
countries generally face mr
iff rates of l9-20'per ceni
with Bangladesh alio aimin
for a similar range, suggest
ing that while the news is nc
ideal for India, it "could hav
beenwome-"

Xunal Chaudhaly, !a
Partner ar EY India, sugges
ted that while these tarifi
could create short-term chal
leoges for the electronic
and mariufacnrring sectors
influencing supply chain di
versification and stategir
alignment between the tir
economies, they also hish
light a cmcial nded for.rnlia
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.He said while temporary un-
certainty for cross-border
investors and OEMs evaluat-
ing lndia as an export base is
inevitable, these tarifrs un-
derscore India's imperative
to enhance its competitive-
ness through lolyer input tar-
iffs, suonger trade access,
and accelerated infrastruc-
nreexecution.

Manoj Mishra, Partner
and Tax Conuoversy at
Grant Thornton Bharat, de-
scribed the announcement
as a sharp escalation in US-
India rade tensions. He
noted that while US con-
cerns over India's tariff
levels and regulatory barri-
ers are not new, this unilat-
eral step could significantly
impact India's export com-
petitiveness.

Mishra believes the strong
laqgu€e employed regard-
ing market access and non-
tariff measwes signals
deeper trade friction, advoc-
ating for India to recalibrate
its trade suategy by aligaing
more closely with global
nonns.
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