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OJASVIGUPTA
NewDelhi, December29

INDIA HAS INVITED China to
attend its upcomingAl Impact
Summit in February under-
scoring New Delhi's intent to
position itselfas a global con-
vener on artificial intelligence
even amid a gradual easing in
tieswithBeiiing.

Addressing a press briefing
onMonday,flSecretaryS Krish-
nan confirmed that New Delhi
had formally invited Beiiing to
f oin the upcoming zummit."\tre
harre sent an invitation to Chinai
Krishnan sai4adding that the
event will bring togethergov-
ernments, global technology
leadersandAlexperts.

TheAI Impact Summit,to
be inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, will focus
on steering the globalAl con-
versation toward productivity,
inclusion and real-world eco-
nomic outcomes, The event,
organised by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), is expected
to host delegates from over 100
countries,with invitations sent
to about 140 nations.

"I think that nobodywould
disagree on the fact that the US
and China have a huge influ-
ence in the AI space. So having

both of them participate in the
event is signifi cant and impor-
tant.And this is why are creat-
ing a common forum forcoun-
tries to meet and collaborate,"
saidlGishnan.

According to MeitY, around
15-20 nations are expected to
be represented at the head-of-
state or head-of- govemment
level, while more than 50
nations are likelyto send minis-
terial-level delegations.Among
the leaders e:ipected to attend
are the deputy prime minister
of the UKand the heads of state
of France and Brazil. Global
technology executives who
have confirmed participation
indude Bill Gates, Demis Hass-
abis (DeepMind),DarioAmodei
(Anthropic),shantanu Narayerl
Mark Benioff, ftistiano Amon
andRaiSubnmaniam.

IGishnan said the summit
aims to shift the international
AI discourse from concerns

around safety and existential
risks to an applied framework
centred on economic growth,
social development and mea-
surable productivity gains. The
focusr4,illbe on deployingAl in
key sectors such as healthcare,
agriculture, education, manu-
factiuing and govennnce.

"The idea is to focus on pro-
ductive sectors ofthe economy
and ensureAl solutions deliver
outcomes in areas such as
healthcare, agriculture, gover-
nance, education and manuf ac-
turinglKrishnansaid.

The summit's thematic
fi ameworlgbuilt around people,
planet and progress, includes
swen working groups covering
themes such as economic
and social growth,democratisa-
tion ofAI resources, inclusion,
safe and trusted AI, human
capital derrelopment,Al for sci-
entific research, and resilience
andef8ciency.
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