
leeds ro weigh every st6p
:rreft:ily keeplng rhis in
aind,"the source said.

With the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP), an amb!
tious free uade pact betw. een
the ASEAN aod its flve FTA
parher countries China,
South Koreq Japan, Aus-
raiia and New Zealand, now
operational, the risk of
Chinesg items coming into
India through the ASE{N
counrries is even higher, rhe
source added.

"Ihe answ€r to the con-
cern does not lie solely in
making ROO (mles of origia
which rrace where an item
originates from) more strin-
gent to i<eep Chinese iteins
out" After RCEP. Chinese iu-
Yestment in the ASEAN is
aiso increasing rapidly. So
the probleno is more com-
plex,"the scurce said.

The problem is that the
ASEAi\ has to be eonvinced
to allow India adequare pro-
tecrion in iterns where its do-
cresric industry is being hit
because of the FTA conces-
sioas. "For that the bloc
-,;io*ld want ariditlonal coa-
cessio*s in other areas *om
Iadia. That is soaleti:ingthar
has to be pioperly negoii-
a;ei," ti:e soulce said.

Also, while under tleAIT-
IGA, both sides agreed to
open their markets by pro-
gressively reduciag and slim-
inating duties on 76.4 per '

cent coverage of goods, the
ASBAN countries did not
take on uniform cornmit-
ments. "India wants cour-
tries like Vietnam, rhat had
given disproporrionately less
market access in the AI'I-
trGA, ro take on n:cre tariff
reducrion under rhe review,,'
ihe sir-rca a,lCc<I

SSEK&qCSTAqEVIglV
india had demanded a revisr
>f tire FTA with the ASEAN,
brtllaily cailed the ASEAN
ndia Trade in Coods Agree-
nent (AITi{iA), sigred kr
1009,.as ie resulted in dispro-
roi:;icaate gains fci' ti:e
!Sr.{:Y coi.niries v,.iih t1i?ir
iade deficit with the bloc
viden ng to S38.46 biilion
rom $7.5 billion ia 2010,
yhea the pa* got
mplemented.-."There 

have been con-
erns about a variery of
,rcducts with a high Chinese
ontent, ranglng from ,steel
roducts to mobile phones,
ia.king rheir way into India
t. preferential duties frora
olultries such rs Vietnan,
qr-lonesia and Plalaysia,'L th I
'ilrce said.
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