Govt prepares for trad&

meetmgs mth Kenya,

e

e ] .
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

Indxa is preparing for Jomt

trade council meenngs with

its top trading partnefs.in
Africa — Kenya and Tan-
zania = — scheduled in
| September this year as the
country eyes doubling trade

with African nations to $200 - »

billion by 2030. .

“The Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry is consulting
with mdustry councils ‘and

other ministries and depart- i

ments for the JTC meetings
with Kenya and Tanzania

next month with'a focus on *

existing barriers.and oppor-

tunities. An inter-ministerial _

consultation - . has, . ‘been

planned for the same. Afnca 1
isan 1mportant market as it |

1 holds a lot of potential and

could help in its efforts to di-

versify,” a person tracking
; - $3.3billion.

_the .development’
| businessline. . :

“In a note to the mdustry,
the governmen‘c sought in-
- formation on tariffs b:
as well as non-tariff barriers
such as regulatory issues and
SPS measures.. “Both Tan-
zania ‘and Kenya are prom-
ising markets and with SOme
focussed attention thereis a
possibility for trade and in-

toid‘

vestment to grow mamfold P

the source saui

PROBLEMS FACED
Some of the general prob-
Jlems faced by Indian éxport-
ers‘in the two African coun-
. tries
obstacles leading toadminis-
trative. ‘and . bureaucratic
delays ‘as ‘well as standards
and ‘measures imposed for
various sectors nnpedmg im-
ports, the source added.
“The governmeént hopes to
identify specific problems af-

isation”

, mobiles are quite popular
. among ™’ Tanzamans the

include procedural

Tanzania exportsa variety of
agriculture productsto India

- including.cashew. nut, pxgeon

peas and soybean

vious year, whic
Tanzania to the ‘position of
India’s second-largest trade
partnermAfnca,upfromthe
third position last year, pera.
statement issued by the In-
dian High Commission in
Dar ‘es Salaam earlier this
year. Iridia’s ‘exports ‘were

‘valued at $4.6'billion® umig

the fiscal, imports were’ at

Inidia" ‘exports essennal
commodities such as petro-
leum products, industrial
ma,chmery,_ and _‘tractors,«
which facilitate ini
andFet :
growth, ‘the ‘statement ad:
ded. It also supplies life-sav-
ing pharmaceutxcal products
at_competitive prices. “In-
dian motorcycles and -auto-

statement added. -
'I‘anzama exportsa vatiety

‘3 35 b:lhon Whﬁe 1mports

were at $176.34 million. Ex-
ports from India to Kenya
aresimilar to thcse exported
to Tanzania. :

fecting: different .sectors S0

that * solutions - could ™ be
sought »the source said.
india-Tanzania ‘bilatéral
trade incréased to $7.9 bil-
lion in 2023-24; posting a 22
| per centgrowth over the pre-

Kenyas €Xports 10 India
comprise  tea, coffee; soda
ash; edibi tables, cop-
per-and "articles, fertilizers,
métal “scrap, miscellaneous

. chemical products, lead and

ameles and zmc and articles.




