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ffif,IT AllD'BY*TGH. Verdict gives New Delhi more time to navi$ate trade negotiations

r
Arnlti Sen
New Delhi

A US trade coilrt onWednes-
day blocked US President
Donald Trump's reciprocai
tariffs, easing pressure on In-
dia to arrive at an iilterim
nade pact immediately. But
the negotiations will con-
tinue on thr India-US bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTA)
as a gaod deal will beneflt
both eountries, said officials.

s1rEms?.EpPtrsP0trsR$
As per the USCourt of Inter-
national Trade, Ttump
((overstepped his authoriqt''
by invoking' emergency au-
thority to impose sweeping
tariffs on numerous c01rn-
tries. The President's use of

' tariffs as leyerage was not al-
lowedbylaw, it said.

The n*ing biocks most of
.T?ump iariffs, i*cludiag rhe
reeiprocai and baseline
leyies, but leaves out in-
dustrY'sPecific tariffs, sucir
as those 0n- automobiles,
steel and aluminium, that
-were imposed using a differ-
ent statute.

The
tioo has

ad:ninish'a-

getarogndt}e

ing using other sections of
trade laws, Kevin Hassett,
Director, National Economic
Council, said in an ioterview,

The Tnlmp adnriaistra-
cion imme&ately ftled aa ap-
peal with tle US Court of Ap-
peais for the Federal Circuit.

India irad been racing to
ciinch an interim deal byJuly
8, tlre deadline for a 90-day
tarifffreeze, to sidestep neg-
ative fallout from Trump's
26 per cent reciprocal tariffs.

The verdiet has, however,
lightened the load on India
because the Tru-mp adminis-
ration vrill norr be engaged
in a legal battle over tariffs,
said erperts. Wfiile India's
Cominerce Departmeut is
ciosely senrtinising the. ver-

dict, experts advise that the
country should'take it slov/'
and let the situation evolve.

'llndia must carefully ots
serve the situation in the US
and slow the negotiating
process. If touoorrow, the
Court of Appeals concur$
with yesterdat's decisio4,
then *re nggotiations will
have no legal validity," said
Biswajit Dhar, Distinguished
Professor, Council for Social
Development. .This could
strengthen India's negotiat- .
ing position and he$ it get a
better deal, he said.

The government re-
mained circumspect about
commenting on what the
verdict means. 'alndia never
interferes 

1n 
other countries'

internal matters... .We vIaflt
to maintain good economic
reiations with ali the de-
veloped. countries. We are
committed to enswing op-
pornrnities for our youth,
farmers and professionals,"
said Commerce Minister
Fiyush Goyal rr-hen. asked
about the US federal court
verdrct. The Minister was
speaking on the sidelines ofa
ClI eveat.

CLOSE $TIATCFI
llrVe are $oing to scrutinise
the rulingto seewhat exactly
it entai-ls and what the argu-
rnents are against t}le recip
rocal duties. The appeal pro-
cess also has to be follovied
closely," an official tracking
the matter said.

oathe ruling lndia's chief
negotiator. with the US,
F-ajesh Agarwal, Additional
Secretary, Mini*ry of Cam-
mer'ce, said the overall dis-
gussion on tariffs and trade
defi cit was a'?rarrative of the
LIS". "It is about the chal-
lenges that they are fackrg as
a big market. That I think
ihould not corne in rhe way

-of ow tradg partnership with
the us tltat we ate trying to
stirchtogether,"hTgiq 
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o US court btocks most
" Trump tariffs, citing'

'ovei-reachl

o Sector-specific tariffs on

steet, aluminium not
csvered by the verdict

o lndia to continue BTA

.negotiations with the US

p US trade officiats to visit lndia

Segt^etary,
Ministry of Commer.ce

on June 4-5

o Trurnp,gow moves the US Court of Appeals
: . .,;, . 

:


