Defence production up 15% at
record1.46 trillionin FY25

BHASWAR KUMAR
New Delhi, 29 May

India’s annual defence production
reached anall-time high of1.46 trillion
in 2024-25 (FY25), marking an almost 15
per cent jump from the previous record
of ¥1.27 trillion in FY24, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh said on Thursday.

He said that defence exportsalso hit
arecord high in the previous financial
year, crossing 24,000 crore, an
increase of nearly 14 per cent from
321,083 crore in FY24.

Singh also highlighted the private
sector’s contribution, which stood at
over 32,000 crore, about 22 per cent of
the total defence production. He was
addressing Confederation of Indian
Industry’s (CII’'s) annual business
summit in New Delhi.

The private sector’s share in the
value of production in FY24 was 20.8 per
cent.

Addressing industry leaders, the
defence minister also emphasised that,
for the first time, the private sector
would have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a major defence project along-
side public sector companies, under the
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Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA) programme execution model
approved on Tuesday.

“Under the AMCA project, the planis
todevelop five prototypes, which will be
followed by series production. Itis a key
milepost in the history of the Make-in-
India programme,” he said.

The defence minister said that
India’s rise as the fourth-largest econ-
omy was a matter of great pride, as he
underlined the significant role of the
defence sector in the country’s growth.

“Tentoelevenyearsago,our defence
production was approximately 343,000
crore. Today, it has crossed the record
figure of ¥1.46 trillion, with a contribu-
tion of over ¥32,000 crore by the private
sector,” he said, adding, “Our defence
exports, which were around I600-700
crore 10 years ago, have surpassed a
record figure of T 24,000 crore today.
Our weapons, systems, sub-systems,
components, and services are reaching
around 100 countries.”

Commenting on Operation Sindoor,
India’s targeting of terrorist sites in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK)on May 7and the ensuing military
exchanges until May 10, Singh said,
“Make-in-India is an essential compo-
nent in our national security and it
played a key role in India’s effective
action against terrorism during Oper-
ation Sindoor.”

Emphasising the role of indigenous
defence capabilities in enabling decisive
action, thedefence minister added, “We
destroyed the terrorist hideouts and
then the military bases. We could have
donealot more, but we presented a great
example of coordination of power and
restraint.”



