LAm;m Sen
“New Dé!hi

s Pres1dent—elect Donald

“Trump is a friend of India

-and Prime Minister Naren-

| /dra Modi, said’ Commerce

‘and. Industry Minister Piy-
| sh Goyal. He said discus-
|| sions can begin on strength

| ening the bilateral économic

- partnership once the office is

1 _assumed ‘and ‘new" appdmt-"
d.

| “mentsare confirmed. .

4 “We ‘should nct"ump ‘the
| gun, We shouk} let the new
_government dome and ex-

press their formal and offi"
| cial views. But to the best of -
|, my understandifg " of “the -
": sxtuauonand‘ bwnexpen—_" G

. with the - looking forward to working

problem whatsoever,” Goyal”‘
said, answermg a question -

on expectations from  the

new Trump regime at a press -

bneﬁng on Thursday.

‘Goyal said that over the

last ten years, the Modi gov-
ernment _has worked with

X three administrations in the

US, ones led by Barack

) Obama¢ -Donald Trump and
Joe .Bgden, and India’s rela-
_tionship, with the US has

mproved.

“Trump himself on record -

said; “my good friend Mod?,
And th ‘confidence that he

Mxmster ‘said.
‘Goyal added that he was

with his-€ounterpart in the

- US onée the confirmation
is- ' processes were over, and he
was sure ‘they would “start:

the India parther-
‘ "been ‘expressed by’
. himon many occasions,” the

““Trumpis afnend.oflndla?
and Prime Minister:Naren- ;

dra Modi, and T am sure this
fnendshlp will only continue

to blossom and grow, as is
- evident from the various

comments he has made so
far

Trum;a, a fﬁend Gf Indlakmﬁ strength@n
econormc ties, says Piyu

Interesungly, during hlS
election campaign, Trump

had called India one of the
biggesticharger of tariffs and
had_-also ~warned "that -he
oyl dnnpose rec1procal tar-
51f hew n ;

the EU’s Carbon Border
e Mechamsm

ﬁon ‘(EUDR),

i ~Gay"al ‘said'he had raised the

matter ~with “his. visiting
Erench'. counterpar “Sophie’

_Primas and expressed India’s
“deep disappointment on the

P
unilateral regulations.
- Goyal said India’s total ex-

. ports,;which_includés both

‘mérchany se.cand - services,

. are hkely 1o cross $800 bil-
lion in 2024-25 despite vari--
ous challenges including the

Rusgsia-Ukraine .
war and the Red

on-going




