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After the recent launch of the country’s
first privately developed rocket, another
space-tech start-up, Agnikul Cosmos, has
now successfully set up India’s first-ever
launch pad designed and operated by a
private player at the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota.

This comes after Skyroot Aerospace
successfully launched its Vikram-S rock-
et on a sub-orbital flight from Sriharikota
on November 18, becoming the first
Indian company to do so.

The facility, designed by Agnikul and
executed in support from the Indian
Space Research Organisation (Isro) and
the Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe), has
two sections — the Agnikul launch pad
and the Agnikul Mission Control Centre.
All critical systems connecting the two
sections, which are four kilometres apart,
will ensure 100 per cent operationality
during countdown. The launch pad has
been specifically built to enable it to sup-
port liquid-stage controlled launches,
while allowing Isro’s range operations
team to monitor key flight safety param-
eters. It also has the ability to share crit-
ical information with Isro’s Mission
Control Centre.

Agnikul’s first mission, which will be
a controlled and guided vertical launch
using its patented engine, will set off
from this launch pad. The mission would
be a technology demonstrator that will
mirror Agnikul’s orbital launch, but at a
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