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All-time high Sept wholesale numbers maytranslate into record high Oct retailsales

^HL1IHX11T,1, Im Sverdrive
Mumtrai: India's automakers
are set to report the fiighest
monthly dispatches ol Pas-
senger vehicles in September,
as the1, br,rild stocks at dealers-
irips for delirrer:v io waiting
customers dr-rring the festive
seas0n.
lndustry insiders estrmate

the dispatches of cars, utilltY
ve}ricles and vans from facto"
ries - which automakers re-
port as sales - to totai about
350,000 units this month, getle-
rating more than Rs 25.000 cro-
rc of business.
The projected nrtmbers are

819t more than the dlspatches
in Septen'rber last year, when a
component sliortage had star'
1 ed aft-ecting product ion.
ln the past five 1,ears, the sa-

les in September have been
betr.r'een 1,85,000 and 2,92.000
units.
The previous peak of month-

l--v whoiesaie vclume was
3,41,3?1units in Ju15'thls 5's211

For autonakers, the festive
season is key, as it accounts l0r
25-30 ",6 oi their antruai sa1es.

An a1i-tlme high rvholesale
number in September is ex-
pected to translate into record
high retail sales in October. as

Previous peak of
monlhiy v''hclesale
voli..rfie l^':as

311,371unit
in July thjs year

Foi" auiomakers, the
feslive season is key,

as it arcounts for 25-30%
cf ihelr annual saies

deman4 remains strong wlth timefortheindustryinaquar" tolmillionu]rits.Theorderbo-
nearlv i mil- ter. okof India'siargestcarrnakel

@Er hon custo- Il1aruti Suzuki senior ex- Marutl Suzuki. .rn'as 4,45,000

For mers rvaiting ecutirre director Shasl-rank utits. The top five carmakers
automakers, totakedelive, Srivastava said demand re- areexpectedtocontributearo'
thefestive ry of their ve- rnained strong. even as att itn- und 80-83'10 of ihe total volulne
seasoniskey, hicles. provement in component of the industry in September:
aEita.€ouftts Passenger iuppiies helped the industry Nlarr'rti Sruuki's share is esti-
far 25-30% of vehicle ma- step up production. mated to be aro!d:id42'13oh .

their annua! kers har,l alre- "lYhile not definltire, it is lik- Shailesh Chandra, president
sales ady dispat- ely that the cuffent month can atTata N{otors'passengerrehi
cherl about O,ZO,OOO vehicles srupass lhe pre',,ious highest ol cie business unit. said that the-

rluring the first two months of 3,42,000 recorded in July" Sri re lr'ere- n0 major concerns on

this q"uarter. Another about vastalasaid. demandaheadoftfuefestivese-
e,so,o$o units in september As of mid-september, the ir.r- ason, but he added: "what hap'
woukitakethetotalto-topthel- dustrywassittingoncumulati pens flost the festive season is

mililon"unit mark for the first ve bookings of around 9,00,000 stjllunclear.''
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