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US PRESIDENT DOKRALD
Trump on. Monday clubbed
India with!China and Brazil,
calling them “high-tariff coun-
tries”, and said his administra-
tionwouldverysoonbeputting
| tariffs on clutch of products,
including pharmaceuticals,alu-
minium and steel, which are
items of exportinteresttoIndia.
| “Inthe verynear future we
.are going to be placing tariffs
on foreign production of com-
puter chips, semiconductors
and phanpaceancaiﬁ toreturhi
pioducucn of these essential
goods to the US,” he said
addressing his Repduh‘:ak
house members in Florida.
“China is a tremendous tariff
maker,and India, Brazil and so
many other countries. Sowe’re
notgoingtoletthat happen any
longer because we're going to
put Americafirst”he said,
This is for the first time he
hasspecificaliymentionedatar-

%

iff action being contemp%ated
against India after assuming
office, though he had. spoken, ;
about New Delhi’s“high tariffs”
several times earlier, including
atthe hustings.
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"I‘rampsal :

| “WEREGOINGTO puftaﬁffsﬁ onout-
side countries and ‘ouitside people -
that really mean harm to us. Well,

buttheybas_xca]ly

Separatel};rrump,whohadateie-

“phonic conversation with Prime
’-MmsterNarendraModzearhermme ,

ay, said India “will dowhat's right”
n ‘the deportation of "illegal
igrants. The'two leaders discussed

- mmlgratmn, security-issues and
| tradeinwhatwasa productwecaﬂ”

: "I‘mmp also told reports  Modi was
g;-hkelyto visit the US 'ometlme in

Whﬁeln

mtzysaxdTrumpandModldiscussed :
| bilateral relationships; “including in .
. meaxeasoftec}mology,n‘ade,mvest— :

ment,energyanddefence’,theWhite

Housestressed thatIndia shouldstep
upltsprocurementofdefenceeqmp— ;
| ‘ment from the US;while moving

towards a “fair” bﬂaterai traderela-
tionship. Ina post onX,Modi called

~Trumpa“dear friend”and said the

twowere “committed toamutually

| beneficialand trusted partnership”.
'I‘rumphasannouncedaclutch of.

immigration-related:: - “executive

ordersinrecentdays,inkeepingwith:

his plan‘todeport documented
migrantsin theUS.
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unm:grants in the US as of 2024
India has madé it cléat that itwould
take back Indians overstaying any— |1
whiere in the world as long as their -
documents were sharedand natwn»

H gn
market for Indlaxxpharma&:euncal s
producers-with aitotal.share’ of .
38.8% in'the medicines impotted /
by the country, In. Apnl-Navember
2024,Indiaexported drugformula- :
tionsworth $5.8 billiontothe US.In
2023-24;pharma exparts totheUS %
were $8billion.. - =
In April-November 2024, steei
and steel product exportstothe US.
were $2.3 billion and alumifitum:
products exports stood 4t $516 mil-
lion. In his first presmlency alsoin
2018Trumphad imposedadditional -
tariffs.on importsof steel and-alu-

; 'mmxumfromaﬂcountnes,mdudmg
s .. IndiaIntetaliation;India imposedas

af EewResea:chCenteresﬂmated:_,
that 725,000 undocumented Indian ..

; sunﬁaramountafdutxemmsameﬁ 8
products AT :




