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US kesident
has esked P.rime
ltlarenfua
wards a fair
reiationship and
American-rnade securitv
equipment in rune with hi's
much-publicised .grouse
aga,lnst India for charging
'6emendousg high': im[o#
tariffs on Anrerican .

products.
Shortly after his telephone

conversation wi th the Indian
FM on Monday, Trurup is-
sued a tariff threat Eo India,
China and Brazil calling
thern'terrible tariff makers"
in his address to House Re-
publicans ar a Florida re-
tteat. "The President em-
phasised tl-re impormnce of
India increasing its procure-
rnent of Americar-made se-
curiqr equiPrnent and mov-
iug'toward a fair bilateral
trarliug relationship," per a
readout of Trump's interac-
tion"with Modi shared tythe
White llouse.

This was Modi's first inter-
action*iith T?ump after he
o&ciaUy took over as US
President on .Ianuary 20.
Minister'of Extemal Affairs S

Jaishankar had attended
"Irump's inaugural firnction
in Washington DC at the in-

tion carhpaign andwamed of
reciprocal tariffs 0n
products exported by the,
country,
. r In hisAmerica First Trade,
Policy brougirt out shotly
after his swearing in earlier
tJriswee\, Tfurnp saiddre US
Departmeilt of Commerce
should recommend appro-
priate rneaswes, such as a
global supplementai teriff or

' other policies, to remedy the
Usrtrade defi.cits.

inch,rde engiiieering goods;
eltsctionic goods, gems and
jewellery, pharmaceutical
products, ready made ga'
ments, light'crude oil and
petroleum and electrical
products.

India's impor"ts frorn the
US inchrde mineral fue1s add
oils, pearls, precioui and
semi-precious stones, nuc-
lear reactors boilers and rna-
chinery electrical ma-
chinery, and others.

vitarion of the US govern-
ment. Modi and Tiump aiso
discussed pla:rs for the trn-
dian PM to visit the White

. House and for India to host
Quad leaders for the first
time later this year.

"T'he leaders discussed
plans for Prime Minister
Modi to visit the White
House; underscoring the
stfength cf the friendship
and strategic ties between
our nations," the readout
noted.

TARIITF'THIIE,AT
The bonhomie norwith-
stancling, Tmmp spewed fire
upon lndia, China and Bgazil
on Tuesday, accusing the'
cerrritrles of meaning harm

",ltn the US, '"lve're going to

The US is India's top export
destination with exports to
the country valued at U//.5
billion in FY24, leading to a
trade surdus of atrout $35
bll{l011.

The {JS has b'een ioug ur-
ging India to buy more de-
fence and security equip-
ment from the courrtry and
also simultaneously source
less from l{ussia, which is fa-
cing ecouomic sanctions
foom the Western world for
itswaragainst l"Ilraine. i;'

The trVh.ite House de-
scribed the eali between
Trunrp ancl Modi as producp
ive, where the rrvo discussdil
axpandlng and deepening
cooperatiofl. '"Ihey also dis-
cussed a rpnge ofregional is-
sues, including security in.
the Indo-Facific, the Niiddle
East,and Europe,'l it stated.

'India's exports to the US

discussed

yeaf. REUTERS

put tariffs on outside coun-
tries and people that really
mean harm to us. We11... they
meafl us harm but they basic-
allywantto rnake their coul-
try good, China is a tremend-
ous tariff-maker and India,
Brazil, and so many other
countries. (But) we're not
going to let. tlat happen any
longer... because we're going
to put America f,rst," Thtmp
declared to cheering fellcrw
Republicans at the Ftrorida
retreat,

T?urnprs ernphasis on a
fair bilateral trading iela-
tionship in his call with Modi
r,r,as in line with his focus on
reclucing A:nerica's trade de-
ficit with parrner counries.
He had described India as

'tariff kiqi' during bis elec-
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eSeS kktM?EffiS,Seeks fair trading relationship; threatens lndia, China and Brazil with tariffs at Florida rett'edti"
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