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The Centre is gearing up to notify the 
rules under the four labour Codes 
before April 1, 2026, and has sug-
gested the states to follow a similar 
timeline, so that the new labour 
regulations could be implemented 
before the beginning of the next 
financial year, labour secretary Van-
dana Gurnani said in an interview to 
Business Standard.  

“There is a possibility that new 
labour Codes will kick in even before 
that. That is our goal,” Gurnani said, 
when asked whether the rules will be 
in place by April 1 next year.   

Gurnani said that the labour 
ministry will republish the draft 
rules soon and give 45 days’ time for 
public consultation. “So, over the 
course of the next two to three 

months, we hope to finalise,”  
she added. 

The labour ministry is also focus-
ing on capacity-building and train-
ing for state and central labour 
officers. In parallel, digital platforms 
for registrations, licences, approvals, 
and inspections are being prepared. 
Portals like Shram Suvidha and 
Samadhan are also being revamped 
to align with the new Codes. 

Meanwhile, the thrust remains 

on ensuring uniformity and har-
monisation with the rules in states, 
so that they do not go against the 
basic spirit of the central Codes, the 
labour secretary said.   

“States have flexibility to adapt 
the rules as per their local context. 
The rules that they have formulated 
till now are in sync with the national 
rules. We are in constant touch with 
them and supporting them in every 
way possible,” Gurnani added.
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(we will continue to have 
regular engagement with states 
and in whichever areas they 
require any handholding support 
or any legal clarifications, we 
are in touch with them) 
Vandana Gurnani 
Labour secretary
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