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FACING A 2025{ND DEAD-
LINE to conclude iregotiations
on their free trade agreement

.(FTA), negotiators from India
and the European Union (EU)

Lwi[ tryto bringtheirtalks to the
hmt stretclh in theirnext round

lof tails in September.
' Ttrel3throundoftallson
the F"IAwill be held from Sep-
tember 8 to September 12.Abt
ofissues at the negotiatorlevel
will be finalised. That is the
effort. A lot of effort is going on
in every area to see where con-
riergence can happenWherever
we are not able to arrive at a deci-
siorgwewillput itup forpolitical
dircctionj'a senior ofEcial said.

In the last round of talks,
both sides elahanged offers on
goods and services liberalisa-
tion.Ihe FIAhas 2 3 dnpters,or
policy areas, of whid5 five have
been finalised till the 1lth
round inlune.Inthe l2thround
rrany differences were bridged
onremainingchapters,

After the 17th round of
negotiations, the EU-trade com-
missioner Maroi Sefcovic is
expectedtovisit India

The official said that there is
a huge potential in the EU and
we are focusing onthatWiththe
EU, India would have covered
the entire Europewith the FXAs.

The agreement with the UK has
been signed with the four-

rThe 15th round of FtA
talkswill b+held from
Sept 8 to 12

r lndia
and the
EU have
been
negotiati
ng the
FTAsince
2022

nation European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) and will
come into force ftom October 1.

India and the EU have been
negotiatingthe FlAsince 202 2.

The FTA covers 23 policy
areas or chapters, including
trade in goods and services,
investment, sanitary and phy-
tosanitary measures, tedrnical
barriers to tnde,trade remedies,
rules of origin, customs and
trade facilitation, competition,
trade defence, govemment pro-
curement dispute settlement,
intellectual propertyrights, geo-
gnphical indicatiohs, and sus-

tainabledevelopment.
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