India-EU FTAto
enterfinallap
in next round
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FINALTALK

FACING A 2025-END DEAD-
LINE to conclude hegotiatiohs
on their free trade agreement

-(FTA), negotiators from India
and the European Union (EU)

ill trytobring theirtalkstothe
stretch in their next round
talks in September.

*  The 13th round of talks on
the FTA will be held from Sep-
tember8toSeptember12.“Alot
of issues at the negotiator level

will be finalised. That is the .

effort. Alot of effort is going on
in every area to see where con-
vergence canhappen. Wherever
weare notabletoarriveatadeci-
sion,wewill put it up for political
direction,”a senior official said.

In the last round of talks,
both sides exchanged offers on
goods and services liberalisa-
tion.The FTAhas 23 chapters,or
policy areas, of which, five have
been finalised till the 11th
roundin June.Inthe 12thround
many differences were bridged
on remaining chapters.

After the 13th round of
negotiations,the EU tradecom-
missioner Maro§ Sefcovic is
expected tovisit India.

The official said that there is
ahuge potential in the EUand
weare focusingonthat.Withthe
EU, India would have covered
theentire Europewith the FTAs.
The agreement with the UKhas
been signed with the four-
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Association (EFTA) and will
comeintoforce from October1.
India and the EU have been
negotiatingthe FTAsince 2022.
The FTA covers 23 policy
areas or chapters, including
trade in goods and services,
investment, sanitary and phy-
tosanitary measures, technical
barrierstotrade,trade remedies,
rules of origin, customs and
trade facilitation, competition,
trade defence,government pro-
curement, dispute settlement,
intellectual propertyrights,geo-
graphical indications, and sus-
tainable development,




