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*On Thursday, Rajya Sabha
returned the Finance Biltand
the Appropriation Bill, mark-

ing' the completion of the
_budgetary exercise in Parhm- '

mefit. These bills will now’ go
tothe President for assent. °

: The %50 1akh crore Budget J
will be availablé for FY 25-26,
from April 1. The Lok: Sabha*
had previously passed.the
Finance Bill on March 25’ and

| the Approprxauon Bﬂ
March 2L+ i
Replying to* ‘the debate
later in theevemng, Finance
Minister > Nirmala - Sithara-
marn 5aid i
-istry would exercise caution’
-and'not let go’ of-revenues.
“But, here; we waited to tse

this opportunity to show our

respect: for the Indian tax-
“payet. We' have ‘moved, t0-
wards settifg :¥12 "lakh as|

threshold up to whichnoone’
-will “have'to " pay any tax, '

; Slthaz* man smd
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'inance’ Min-

; BU'DGET E&TIMATES

The total capital. expendlture

: proposed for the mext fiscal
is ¥11.22 lakh' crore and ef-

fective capital’ expenditure
stood'at ¥1548 lakh crore. It

has' proposed @ gross taxvev-"
enue eollecaon of E< '7Q 2

) \Elscal deﬁcx ‘for FY26 is
projected at 44 per ‘cent-
agamst 48 per cent in- ¢ the

- debate;.

current fiscal. The GDP for
s estimated = at"
%3,56,97,923" crore, which-is’
10.1 .per-cent over the Re-
 vised Estimates fof FY24:25'

- FY25-26"

of %3,24,11;406 crore, ‘per

N atlonal Stansucal Ofﬁce"

(NSO).-

Earher, taklng part in the

/Congress’
leader P-Chidambaram asked:
the/government to spellout:

" India’s response to 'US Pres-

Senior

THE BIGQ ES’I‘ION
10 Trump’s state-

Referring,
ntthat the US will impose

said, “What is the govern-
ment’s response? What is In-
dia’s response? There has

been no statement of pehcy, ,

no'discussion in Parliament,:
no constiltation with Oppos-"
ition parties. - -The' govern-:
ment is holding ‘its cards*
close to its chest, if it hasany
cardsatall”

He said India‘must’ stand

with' sarer /voices 'in‘the"

world such'as”Ganada; Bri-*
tain, ‘France;”Germany and
Japan a.nd -collectively ‘do
everydung o' prevent a tanff

T

tariffs: from' April: 2;. the - denlyvlose market hateri

former  Finance - Minister- -

theUS. ¢ : W

Shiv Sena Member Priy--
anka Chaturvedi demanded
that State governments be
given & share'in the cess and-
surcharges collected by the-
Centre. “There should be
justice” for aH the ‘states.
Theres o

‘hould be a resmcuon on
the'increase of‘cess and sur--
charge. Either'they should:
bring restrictioni or rational-
isation’ or abolish it. 1f you
could ‘not abolish'it; then’
make it a'part of State Blll P
she said. . - ‘
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