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| bethe order of global trade, finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman said

torampupsuch telationshipswith
many countriestoboost-notjust
-commerce and investments but
- also for stratégic reasons:

‘when India is pursuing mutually
 beneficial trade. pact ‘with the
" United States, its second-latgest
| tradmg partner;aswell'asholding
negotiations for free tradeagree-
‘ments with the United: ngdom
and the European Union. :

-tilateral institutions are increas-.
-nglyfadingawayas everyattempt
“to revive and energise them is not
having the desired result. -

She further noted that the
global order would:no longer be
determined by the developed
nations; rather; trade and technol—
ogywﬂl playacrucial role.

- During the recent visit of Prime
Numster Narendra Modi to the US,
India and Trump-led US govern-
- menthaveagreedto negotxateadeal
1o boost trade on a bilateral give:

move onthebilateral pact, Indiawill

| ing import duties and applying

makmg any firm commitments.
. Earlier this week, India-and the

long-pending FTA.The targetis to

|-Indid and the UK threefold in the
%Fnext;LO years.

: ;dent Ursula von der Leyen; along
| with, the EU College of Commis-
sioners, is visiting India on Febru-
ary 27-28 and the 10th round of
FTA talks are set to'take place on
March 10-14in Brussels
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Theré is no-Most” Favoured

" Nation (MEN)-concept, she said,

adding that every country wants
to be treated special,and every

-country wants to-be sure thatthe’

special treatment that they get is
not by default.With its technology
and talent, pool, India can act as’
the engine of global growth ina
newworld order, she said. .

"I thmk these are very interest- -

ing yet challengmg tifnes... India,

has to makea meamngfuL ontri-
~bution to the global reset,as much
‘as contmuouslymake all theefforts

to make Indiamove up theladder,
both in téxms of per capil

“investors can move for the global

good...we can be the engine of the

Talkmg about reform Slthara-

management and ‘maintaining

Afiscal prudence.

"Reform -cannot. be ]ust an

“agenda orily of ‘the union govern-

met, ithastobe taken up seriously

_.byevery state govemment,.lwould

will continuewit
non- strateglc S
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