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'I"fie WTO has 'fofﬁéﬂy - -

plemented an agreement on

new  disciplines  on . do-

mestic services regulatlons
that benéfit all members of
the organisation; including
non-signatories such as In-
dia, who will not have to
take on any additional ob-
ligations. The agreement
was signed by 72 members
including the US, the 28-
_ member EU, Chma and
< Japan. %

" The plurﬂateral pact
which seeks to reduce ad-

.. Ministrative costs for ser-

cencing’ and- qualification *

requirements, related pro-
cedures and technical

- standards, ;was. announced

at’ the on-going 13 WTO

‘Ministerial “Conference in
Abu Dhabi on Tuesday.

EASING TRADE .

£ “Initially;, India’ and South -

Africa were opposed to the
pact as is was part of a Joint
Statement
between 4 group ‘of couin-
‘triés, which is against the

Initiative -.

multilateral framework of .

the WTO. But last month,

. the:sponsors of. the pact
sought approval for their -

proposal at the Working

Party on Domestic Regula-
tion for Services at the
‘WTO and submltted that
‘they would take on addi-
tional commitments and
extend the benefits of their

ing procedures and thereby
lowering trade costs to the

_thné:.of an estimated $127

‘billion a year. “Kudos to In-

dia, South Africa and the
EU for successfully broker-

- inga deal to allow i incorpor-
" vige prowders by.easing li- .

‘

ation of this agreement into

*the WTO rule book,”. she

tweeted.
The 72 countries, - Who

are'signatories of the agree- °

ment, represent 92 per cent
of global services business,
said Valdis Dombrovskis,
EU Trade Commissioner

and, Executwe Vice—Presxd—‘

ent:
“Authorisation and quah-
fication barriers are identi-
fied amongst the top barri-
ers” ifi; foreign markets.
Regulatlon related factors
account for an estimated 40
per cent cost of trading in
services, ‘The: agreement

will vastly improve how our

businesses are treated on
the ground,” Dombrovskis
said at a media bneﬁng in
Abu Dhab1

.NEW ADDITIONS

. relaxed domestic ruleseven

to the non-signatories. It -

 was made clear that the
proposal was not part of
JSI,”  an ofﬁcial
busmesslme. g
WTO Dxrector General
Ngozi Okonjo -Iweala said
the plurilateral pact was de-
signed to: make services

. trade “ easier
' streamhmng and simplify-

SERLE S R .

told

through ..

The Indian official ex-
plained thar the General
Agreemeiit on Tradem Ser-
vices already existed in the
WTO of which all members
were participants.

“What the. signatories of
the new rules are doing is
that they are modifying the
schedule of services that is
already there and taking on
additional © commitments.
These "additional commit-

¢ opment

.SDR  (services
totally different- from the

28 Aﬂ. Ngoza Okon]o-lweala, Dlrector—Gen al, WT
. addressmg the meeting in Abu Dhabi reuters

ments will be offered to all
members of the WTO onan
MFN basis which means
that all members will bene-
fit from it.’ Seo, India; too,
will’ get benefit of those
commitments as  parti-

" cipants ease their licencing

and qualification norms,
withofit committing to any-
thing,” the official said.

EXERCISE CAUTION

Some CSOs suggested that
members should take care
to ensure that procedural
rules that relate to amend-

« ing schedules of commit-

ments do not get abused to
circumvent the rules of
amendment under the Mar-

.. rakesh Agreément.

They- also warned that
the outcome on services
should not be allowed to be
spun by. powerful members
to indicate that it somehow
opened the door to adop-
tion of the proposed Invest-
ment Facilitation for Devel-
pact,  which
remains illegal. -

“We also stress that the
potential adoption of the
pact) is

adoption of the Investment
Facilitation =~ Agreement.
That has no mandate in the
WTO, and is required expli-
citly to be adopted by a con-
sensus of the members in
plenary,” said Deborah
James, Coordinator, Our
World’ is' Not_for Sale

‘network.
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