First comprehensive
defence, security pact
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India and the European Union
(EU) on Tuesday signed a
first-of-its-kind overarching
defence and security partner-
shipaimed at deepening coop-
eration across maritime
security, the defence industry,
and technology, as well as
domains ranging from cyber
threats to counter-terrorism.

The signing of the India-
EU Security and Defence Part-
nership, alongside the
conclusion of negotiations on
the India-EU free-trade agree-
ment, took place during the
state visit to India of Euro-
pean Council President Anto-
nio Costa and European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen, who attended
the 77th Republic Day celebra-
tions as chief guests, on the
invitation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

In a further sign of growing
trust and of both sides viewing
each other as reliable partners
— qualities highlighted by the
leadership during the joint
statement on Tuesday —
negotiations were launched on
a “Security of Information
Agreement”, which, the state-
ment said, would facilitate the
exchange of classified informa-
tion and pave the way for
stronger cooperation in secur-
ity and defence.

When the EU regularly
exchanges classified informa-
tion with third countries, it
does so under legally binding
agreements that ensure both
theexchange and protection of
such information. These agree-
ments are known as Security of
Information Agreements.

“The leaders welcomed the
signing of the India-EU Secur-
ity and Defence Partnership,
the first such overarching
defence and security frame-
work between the two sides
that will deepen ties in the
domains of maritime security,
defence industry and technol-
ogy, cyber and hybrid threats,
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space, and counter-terrorism,
among others,” said the India-
EUjoint statement.

Underscoring the point that
geopolitical realities and grow-
ing cross-regional security
threats called for closer India-
EU cooperation, both sides
said that, as they strengthened
their security and defence
capabilities, they would
enhance preparedness across
domains ranging from mari-
time security to hybrid threats,
counter-terrorism, space
security, and transnational
crime. They also committed
themselves to deepening
crisiss-management engage-
ment and pursuing enhanced
“mutually beneficial defence-
industry collaboration”.

Theleadersof Indiaand the
EU also adopted the “Towards
2030: India-EU Joint Compre-
hensive Strategic Agenda”, the
statement said, noting that it
was intended to elevate stra-
tegic cooperation between the
twosides.

“The Joint Comprehen-
sive Strategic Agendais aimed
at accelerating progress
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across five key pillars: pros-

perity and sustainability,
technology and innovation,
security and defence, connec-
tivity and global challenges,
as well as enabling factors
such as skills, mobility, busi-
ness and people-to-people
ties,” the statement added.
These developments
come as New Delhi looks to
strengthen security ties
and bolster defence
self-reliance, while EU
member states embark on a

rearmament drive.
The European Commis-
sion’s “ReArm Europe

Plan/Readiness 2030”, pres-
ented in March 2025, proposes
to leverage over 800 billion
euros in defence spending.
This comes amid growing con-
cernamong EU member states
overwhat they view as Russian
aggression within and beyond
Ukraine, and an increasing
sense of unreliability regarding
the United States under Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Europe’s growing focus on
defence preparedness has
benefited Indian defence firms
— state-run and private — par-
ticularly manufacturers of
munition. An executive at a
private defence company that
producesartillery shell casings
said that in recent months
European nations had lined up
tosign letters of intent, promp-
ting the firm to expand its pro-
duction capacity.



