Port cargo sets sail with 3.2% rise in December
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India’s12 major ports, owned by the
central government, handled 72.2
million tonnes (mt) of cargoin
December, registering a growth of
3.22percent—primarilyduetoa
sizeable decline iniron ore cargo
and rising container volumes.

Coal volumes across sectors also
saw annual contractions. Volumes
of thermal coal, which account for12
per cent of total cargo volumes for
major ports, fell marginally to 8.7 mt,
while coking coal cargo dropped by
4percentto2.9 mt.

Meanwhile, coal (other than
thermal/coking) nearly halved to2.5
mtlast month. Similarly, iron ore
volumes were down by 31 per cent.

However, container volumes,

which representtrade in finished

centto174 mtin December.

Container prices have been volatile
since the beginning of2024, with

goods and account foraquarter ofall
commodities, increased by 17 per
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Cargo volume at major ports in FY25* (in mt)
(figures in bracket show year-on-year change in %)
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supply chains.

The Drewry World Container
Index, which tracks bi-weekly ocean
freight rate movements of 40-foot

traders struggling to secure stable
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containersinseven major maritime
lanes, fell by 11 per cent to $3,445 per
40-foot container this week,
following weeks of fluctuationsin
the preceding months.

So farin 2024-25, major ports
have handled 620 mt of cargo,
reflectinga year-on-year (Y-o-Y)
growth of 2.7 per cent. Thisis
primarilyduetoadeclineincrude
oilvolumes at central government-
owned ports. Inthefirst three
quarters, 124 mt of crude oil cargo
was handled at major ports, 0.3 per
centlower than the previous year.

The commodity accounts for20
per cent of major ports’ cargo mix.

Onaport-wise basis, Deendayal
Port Authority (KandlaPort), aftera
sluggish 2023-24, has regained its
position asthe highest cargo-
handling major port, witha12 per
centincrease in overseas cargo to 98
mt. Accordingtoexperts, the port’s
poor performance last year was due
toaban onthe exportof non-
basmatirice, whichisoneofthe
port’skey moneymakers. In
contrast, foodgrain cargoat
major ports hasincreased by
3,655 per cent Y-0-Y.



