AYEAR WHEN G20 HELPED INDIA SOLIDIFY ITS PLACE ON THE WORLD STAGE

When a soft power meant business
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OnSeptember 9, asIndia
clinched the G20 Leaders’
Declaration, many were left
surprised by itsdiplomatic
achievement. The grand
Bharat Mandapam, bedecked
and ready for this celebration
daysinadvance, wasas
though aware of what

was coming.

Thevenuebecamethe
nerve centre from where the
consensus was finally forged
amid complex global
circumstances, which made
India’staskall the more
challenging.

International affairs
experts feel thatitwasthe
momentIndiabecameabig
stabilising force inahighly
divided world, and this
elevated itsimage of asoft
power that means business
like never before.

“Consensus-building has
beenIndia’s forte, but never
hasthe countrydoneitatthis
scale. The world was waiting

The New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration came against the complex backdrop of interlocking crises

Bringingleadersofthe
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interlocking crises of food,
fueland finance, emerging
global challenges,and a
fractured geopolitical
situation.

“Itwasnotaroutine
statement. The New Delhi
declaration required deep
thinking, serious negotiations
and persistent work. This
whole business of holding
eventsthroughout India
burnished our credentialsas
ademocracy,” said Rajiv
Bhatia, former ambassador
and distinguished fellow,
Gateway House, a foreign
policy think-tank.

minister’s special envoy for
nuclear affairsand climate
change. “India’sroleasa
majoractor isreinforced.”

Asthe G20 focused on
economicissues, there was
alsoanexpectation thatit
would become a problem-
solvingclubtoaddress
geopolitical tensions
surroundingthe Russia-
Ukraine war followed by the
Israel-Hamas conflict. The
language around theissue
had become a major
roadblock forajoint
communique.

“How Indiadealtwith

Ukraine had tobe consistent
withitsdomesticinterest.
Indiahad tosave the dignity of
Russia. Itlooked like an
impossible task. It was
complex,” Bhatiaadded.

Thatsaid, India’s focusto
bethevoice of the Global
South hasearned it supportin
theregion. Some experts
believeithasevenchanged
thestructure ofthe G20intoa
development organisation
and notjustanelite club.

Security Council and seeking
aseatatthetable. “Weare
drummingup supportbutwe
know how polarised the world
hasbecome,” Bhatiasaid.

Somealso feel that while
Indiahasmounted a
successful event, it would be
extremely difficult to keep
that momentum going.

“We cannot maintain the
same level of high... Some of
the shine from the G20 has
been taken away because of
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“Itisabig not just an elite club G20butalso from
achievement for itssuccessful
non-members. G20 was economic performance.
criticised for elite Meanwhile, the glitzy

multilateralism... G20 cannot
ignore the momentum India
hasbuiltup,” Chauliaadded.
CanIndiauseitsglobal
positiontoitsadvantage now?
Expertssaid that Indiais
pushing for reformsat the UN

Bharat Mandapam, which
hascomeup where once
other celebrated structures
stood, has become symbolic
ofanIndiabreaking away
fromthe past to forgea

new course.




