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'Not too worried about consumer acceptance as telecom's an essential service,
5G tlafl-i; r,rns on such networks.
In i.his coritexr. Vittai said a stau-

d alur r, .r SA r u( I ltel \vnt k ril n n rt jH u t.t

700 IVJHz spcctilu-n--which Rellan,
ce Jio is clrpioyilrg can be faster
but r.rot by rnuch. "Gopal high[ig]r
tdd r hi rt iC SA nn 7u0,\l Hz carr be lis.
tef on empty iretworks thern the
mid band speclrut]t (that Airtel
r,vill use for its 5G services) by 5 10
Nlbps at bes t. " JI, Nlolgan saicl.
Witlroltt uanring ,Iio, the Airtel

MD poi| teri out that only 25 o,; of ex,
isf itig lt;,ttt1:rl'{upl,{ril r.at.t.lIr OL.
gieBiii,iuil Letlracrt ?00 ivltiz anll ll.J
GI Iz bancls neeclcd ibr aclcq uate SG
covorirg() on standalone netlvotlrs.
Analysts :ind industry executives

maintain tlrat wii,h their vastly dil'-
lelirrg 5G slratr Sie:, Airrel s ltr;,1-
ket execution versris Jio and the
evolution ol their I'espectivc SG eco-
svstents rvt-rri.lcl chart the cour.ser of
their rn:trkct share rvins in iutr.rrc.
Thev also expoct both tolcos lo itriti-
aiiy price 5G ser.vices closer to 4G
rates when lhev Iaunchnext nronth.
'lh i ' is .ir,( r' Durh {.on}prn i(,5 ar.e
lil<eiy to initiatlv push 4G users tL)

Our Bureeu

Kolkata: _Bharti Ait' tel sces ervera ge
revelrlle pel' usLrl. (ARrrD gtowth
\ iir Irl ill hikr.: as ir is tlrt.pr.imar5
engine ol 5Ci nronetisatioir in the ne-
arternr lind is not too wor.rled abolrt
coltsumer acceptance as lelecotns is
an essential serl,ice. thc telco's ma-
naging director GLlpal Vittal said at
a rec€)nt JP \{organ India investor
surnnrit. He added ilrat lr,hiie Air-
tt-.1's 5G services-starting next
rnontlt \ruLtlal be ci]l[])ei.iti\,r, wltii
peers on quality and tinrclinos, the
telco rvi-ruld have prcferred to rleler
its 5G l'ollouts by at Ieast a year as pe_
netration oI compailble haudstts
renrains low and monetisation of
Cuilsutnr.L'atld et:tet lrrist, USe CitSes
rvili ta kr tint t. to evoht.
"Gopal (Virtal) reirerated that in,

dustr'_v price repair. is untinished
and neecledfoi.'5G tnonetisationand
ROCE (return on capital empioved)
recover\i and he is not concernetl
aborit consurner acceptance of
Jlr,rr'lret' irIic,. irrr.re.rse in ;r risilrg
inflation errvironment, given thai
teleconr is an essential service",'Jp
Mclrgan said il a note.
BNP Paribas too sees a high likeli

hood of Airtel taki n g i) tarilf hike iti
FY23 itsell, es1.rt:ciallv afler the tci-
co's sizable invcstnrenr in 5G ait.wa-
ves cor.rplecl rvith thelactthat its cur"
rent AllIrl]-at t1BS,-is br,low its ne-
ar,ternl target of {200.
Airtel sirares closed 2.01 9i, lolvc.r at

(755.20 on tsSE X4ondarr

Future Plans ff
BhartiAirtel's current ARpU * -ffi
at rt83 - is betow irs near-rerm Ittr
target of ctoo l..t#
liret bougnt sc airwaves wafih SIJ({3,08/rcr in tne recentlv- I I I
concluded auction ' I

Co plans to otfer 5tl dat,l spccrls
to ll{,1 times lalter rl*ln q*i and

up

expects t0 r,over ail 0f ut.tlan ttltiio
by efid-2033

lililtilmilil1ilil[uilil11ililililililllliltilililililililil11nt

s un il an i tt a t-le rt A i rt e r, wh i dr b o. :',i",tj,i:t: J.".:lil" iTii]:i:"- fi ',TI
tt ght 5G airwaves ivorrh Rs .1-3.084 higher hveis ol,,f .tr .:r,,r Ju,,f,il,,irl'croreintherecentlv-conclur.reclauc- & Lrre,lp Nrorgan su,rrnit. vittaltion,planstooffer5tldartaspeexlsup said :\irLel l;"',i..i;; ;t,.;.;;;;ito 30 times fastr:r. lhan,lG ltrci ei- place to lrlrgrade its ,:Lrst,,rne.].s iopects to co'er all ol urba, hrdia_by ct.ivi: ARpii-gr.ou,tl-r. Trre ,,..,r-r,pr,rrv
enr 1'2023. sunre e-\f .r'ts say thc telco h e sa id, corr tiiues to tlrir,e cust6mer
L'oll1rt irale rn eJrl) edgr'vs,)io as r"rpg|adcs from reature phones iothe versir.in of its ,G rrllo*t using .iria,.Urt,rri.", thon to po;rp;lJ;ri;
the non-standalt-rne (NISA) model ii fina115i 1s bur:rileri tai.tei ili,i.i]more evolved as ov('r g0ci of global pre.rium pla,s to irnprove ARpr-Is. 
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