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State-owned National Alu-
minium CompanY (NALCO)
has reset its exPansion
suategy after talks with Rio
Tinto ibr smclter tech Part-
nership t'ailed to go through.

The companY is Planning
to on-board a second Part-
ner, with DPR PreParation
underway for a brownfield
smelter.

Even its 1. mtPa alumina
refinery which has gone
rhrough tiine and co$ over-
run, is expected to be com-
missioned in Q1FY27 (MaY-
June 2026)l

TECI{PARTITIER
A companY official said, in
case ofbPil preparation (for
the smeiter), the technologY
suppliers' input is required.
So bv the time, NAI,CO has
finalised the OPn, a rechno-

iow oarmer will be on-
i,J,i aia. 'we t ave almost fi-
nalised things.... and very
soon we will be on-boarding
the tech suppiier," the Per-
son intheknow said.

NAICO CMD, Brijendra
Pratap Singh, during a Previ-
ous investbr call confirmed
that talks with Rio Tinto
(RTAL TechnologY) had
fallen ttrough, andthe state-
run aiuminium maker was

Iooking for other options.
But, despite the setback,

NALCO is determined to re-
main on track with its re-
finery and smelter exlnnsion
plani, sticking to the
timeline of FY27 and FY30
respectively,

PRODUCTIONTO START

"For frfth stream refinery ex-
pansion.... we will try to smn
the producdon by June. That

F{i€Ur(ri Pi((3t$iaruflY$. Land acquisition formalities are at final

stages, with expected iompletion in the next 4 to 6 months

{

is the commitment we have
given earlier and we stand bY

it. Progress in the site is
good," Singh said during a re-
cent investor sall.

ADDITIONAL DEII\YS
Consultancy 6rm SYstem-

atix in a recent rePort said,

the refinery exPansion Pro'
iect faces additional delaYs;
i'after almost 53 months of
oYemrn and a cost (ovemrn)
of about 38 Per cent'.. alu-
mina refinery is now exPec-
ted to be commissioned in
June 2026,versus its original
commissioning date of APril
2021,"the report said.

The Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) for the Planned-o.s mt brownfield alu-
minium smelter is exPected
to be finalised in the coming
7-8months.

Land acquisition formalit-
ies are at final stages, with
expected completion in the
next4rc6months.


