
Review of India-ASEAN FTAwillbe
completed as soon as possible:MEA
F[lP SIDE" Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said recently that a free trade pact with competitors was silly

-Amiti Sen
New Delhi

India hopes to complete the
India-ASEAN FTA review as
early as possible and wants
to continue its engagement
with ttre bloc on the matter,
said the Ministry of External
Atrairs @AEA).

Ttre MEA expressed its op-
timism on the review of the
rade pacg officially called
the ASEAN-India trade in
goods agreement (AITIGA),
barely a few days after Com-
merce & Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal argued that it
was "sil$'to open markets
to competitors.

"\Me have been having ne-
gotiations with ASEAN in re-
gard to the FTA ... on AIT-
IGA. We are working with

sessron UPA regime and it was im-

'While India offered dury

lar matter...,"
into India,"he said.
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have now become the B team
of China....So, effectively and
indirectly, I have opened up
my market for goods that
find their way from China
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ASEAN agreement,'it really
is silly because [that is]
opening up my market to my
competitors, many of whom

India sigaed the free uade
pact with the 10-member
ASEAN.in 2009 during the

whowere competitors.
"So, if I am doing an

India's trade
was at

concessions on 71 per cent of
tariff lines, ASEAN countries
such as Indonesia opened
just 41 per cent of its tariff
lines, Vietnam 66.5 per cent
and Thailand 67 per cent,"
said a source.

TheASEAN agreedto a re-
view of the AITIGA follow-
ing India's insistence and ne-
gotiations started in 2023.
But not much progress has
been made in the talks, ac-
cording to the Commerce
Ministry.

Wednesday, responding
question on the review
ningintotrouble.
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