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Agarwal looks to early comrnitments in inclustrial, farrn sectors to avoid reciprocal tariffs

l.{

P.mlli $en
New Delhi

Ir'"dia" and the IJS have de-

President Donald TrumP's

cidetl to spced up trade and
tariff-cut talks ahead of US

April 2 reciprocaltarifi dead-
line througl'l a fast-ttack
mechanism aimed at deliver-
ing eariy re,qults in ar*as of
kev market tcccss it'Ltcrest,

bop cfficials frora both
countries forrnallybegan the
India-U S fast.-track mcchan-
ism meeting in Deihi on
r.ve<!lesday, hoping for sorne
quick results this week.

This co.me just a daY after
he said that he ruaY give a
"1ot of countries" a break
and charge them relativell'
less rccipiocal tariffs.

It had raised hopcs that

lndia's simple average tar-
ilfs at 17 per cert are warT

higher than the US' 3.3 Pef

tl:is flexibility maY helP
countries like lndia, with
which.thc US is negotiatinga
B'tA. Trump has dubbeC.

April 2 rs the "liireratio:r
diy" lor thc US whel he till
impose reciprocal tarifls on
"high-tari1ling" countrics,
including lndia, to match
their tarilTs.

clud: cars, motorrycles, a1-

cohol, including whiskeY,
and a range of agriculrural
products.

"The Cnmnterce DePaft-
ment has hel.ci extensr,'e

and carrnot be touched,
Thei:e is a list of items for
whir:h lndia rvants acccss to
the US malket," the source
said.

AGe{D[{,flR{Mll
TadE: cuts lbr the US may
covrr marly indxstrial goods
ranging from chemicals and
textlles to engineering
products and motorrycles.
On cars, India maY re-

portedly agree to a phased
tariffreduction plan.

However, in agriculture,
which is an economicallY
and polirically sensitiv. e sec-
tor, India will have a

tightrooe towalk.
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^*y 
ugt.e on tariff

cuts for certain items such as

SILITFT r.1'CCORl)
"1t v.as decided byboth sides
that a fast-track mechanisrn
was needed fbr quick results
on tarilf cuts in some areas

to com.ince Trunp to hold
back relciprocal levies
aga.inst India on Aprii 2," a

source tolci baslires.slzzc.
Thr: talks, Ied byAssistarlt

Sorre seitors vrhere rhe
tjS has

ta.riff

talks vrith other Ministries
andthe industry to clra"rrup a

list ofitems rvhere tariff cuts
can be e:nedited. Also, there
are .iferns that are sensitive

alrnoncls, lvalltfts, Pista-

cent, per WlfO fig::res. On
agricuirural goods, India's
average applied tariffs are a

steep 39 per cent u''hile the
US dutie s are 5 per cent. T'he

US is Indla s largest tradingchios, quinr:a, i;-i:lPles and
oatmeal as the {"ili is insist-
cnt on fn.xm prr:iluct inclu-
sion. But pro.j'"rcts iihe
lvheat, rnaize aml dairy maY
be kept out," the source

and e:eoft pattner.
In FY24, India expor:ted

goods wonh $77.51 billion
to the LIS and irs impo*s
totalled $42.19 billion.

Last month, Prime Minis-
ter llarendra Modi and

2025. The ]jTA seeks to morc

' Trump agreed to deliver the
first tranche of a munrallY
bene{lcial 914 hy rhc fall cf

US llrade Representative
Brendan Llnch arrd Addi-

said.
Ot Tucsday, TmmP kePt

up pressure on ctxntries lre
had threatcneri vdth recip-

tionaj Con:lmerce Secretary
R;rj esh Agar:val, r,vi ll focus on
fast-tracking key outcolnes. rocal tariffs by

that rnrhile their:
remarking
rvould bc

soil1e there than douh'le biiateral trade
wouldn't be too nla.ny. to f500 billion annuallY"
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