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US agrees to WTO tatks with Camada on steetr, aluntinium thrims
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Amiti sen
New Delhi

The US has agreed to hold
consultations with Canada

iraports, according to recent
W1'O submissions made by
the country.

India, right now, is not in-
rerested in dragging rhe US
to the WTO over the duties,

which ha-,,e hit lrrdian ex-
por"Lr.r$ ol' sqeei and alu-
mirirm, as it wants to sort
out ti:e matter in the bilat-
eral t-rade agreement (Bl.A^)
negatiations with the US, ac-
cor.iiirg to soui'ces,

lj.rt the {JS-Canada talks' wii1 be of interest to the
couriryas l\iew Delhi had ap-
proached the WTO ,when
sirnill,r cluties lvere imposed
by Tr:irinp in 2018 during his
flr's'; tenn'ald it nraybe an al-
ternttive to be ircpt alive.

"\,Yithout prejudice to the

US vicrv thar the tariffs irn-
posed pu-r'suant to Section
232 are issaes ofnational se-
curiry not susceprible ro rc-
view r:r capable ofresolution
by WTO dispurc . settle-
menr...the US accepts the re-
quest ofCanada to enter into
consultatic,ns," per a com-
municatior circulated to the
WIO Dispute Sertlement
Bodybythc IJS on T\resci'ay.

0n lviarcir 12, US Presid-
ent Donal. L'rump imposed 25
per cent tarift's on irnports of
all steel ur,l 'ali-liniriium to

iintit iniports ancl bocst pro-
duction domesticaliy. Tirese
duries threateli rtn estimated
$5 billionwonli of engineer-
ing goods and almost $1 bil-
lion worth of aluminium ex-
ports to the US from India.

The Canad: arld the EU
immediarely annouaceel
counter tarifir; on US goods
expected -co be iarported
wonh $20.7 biliion aud $28
billi on respemi': ;11,.

Canacla theri lrled a com-
plaint ar the W'IO seekiirg
coi-lsuitations with the US on

its move vrhich it said was in-
consistent rdrl: US obliga-
tions under the multilarerai
body.

"As the US has agreed to
consultations from Cariada
at the trVI'O, it shows that it
urants t0 keep the cornmu-
nication flcwing on steei anC
aluminium tariffs. I'his is
good {br lndia as the WTO
mechanisrr has served itwell
i'r the past ' vhen Trump irn-
posed similar tariffs in 2018
during his fi:'st term," tlie
source said.
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