
ENGAGED IN VERY FRUITF'TII DISCUS S IONS : COMME RCE MINI STER

Goyal meets Lutnick amid
Trump ta ritrruling fallout
FE BUREAU
New Delhi, Februarv 26

US COMMERCE SECRETARY
Howard Lutnick made a brief
stopover in New Delhi on
Thursdaywhere he met Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal over lunch and
discussed trade-related issues.

Coming shortly after the
two sides deciding to postpone
their sheduled trade talks in
Washington, the development
assumed significance.

"Hosted US Secretary of
Commerce Lutnick 

"rrd 
US

Ambassador Sergio Gor.
Engaged in very fruitful dis-
cussions to expand our trade
and economic partnership,"
GoyalpostedonX

"A highly productive
Iunch. So many areas ofcoop-
eration for our two nationi,,,
Gor said, Sources said there
were no othei official meet_
ings scheduled for Lutnick in
India. Beyond the social
media poSts, there was no
official word from both sides
on the discussions and.the
interim trade deal framework
they agreed to earlier
this month.

It was the first meeting at
the ministerial level on both
sides after they agreed to a
tramework for a trade agree-
ment and announced it
through a ioint statement on
February6.

In the deal, the US had
agreed to bring down extra tar-
iffs on India to 1 Bo/cifrom50o/o.
In return, India has shown
intent to buy $500 billion

worth ofproducts from the US
and provide.greater market
access in agriculture and indus-
trial goods fromAmerica.

On February 20, the US
Supreme Court invalidated
country specific tariffs which
Ied to postponbment of nego-
tiations that were to be h;ld
this week between both sides
to finalise the legal text ofthe
interim deal.

Adelegation of Indian offi -
cials led by the chief negotia-
tor was expected to be in
W_ashington from February
23toFebruary26.

Later in the day, Lutnick
went to fodhpur to attend the
wedding of Ayesha Arora,
dau ghteqof paloAlto Networks
CEO and Chairman Nikesh
Arora, with National Hockey
LeaguestarJackHughes. .

Union Commerce and lndustry Minister piyush Goyal (centre) with United States Secretary ofCommerce Howard Lutnick (left) and US Ambassadorto lndia Sergio Gor, in New Delhi onThursday
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