
India, Israel to te nego

India and Israel on Thursday
gave fresh momentum to bi-
lateral trade ties by expedit-
ing negotiations for an early
signing ofa free trade agree-
ment (FTA) even as the two
countries elevated their rela-
tionship to a special strategic
partnership for peace, innov-
ation and prosperity.

ANEWDIRECTION
Jointly addressing the media
in Tel Avig alongwith Israeli
counterpart Benjamin Net-
anlahu on the last day ofhis
two-day state visit to Israel,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said they discussed im-
parting a new direction and
faster pace to bilateral co-
operation. "In today's meet-

tratrons

and shared prosperity. To en-
courage mutual invcstment,
we enteredinto abilateral in-
vestm€nt agreement last
year.

'\Me will also

he said.
The next round of

ations for the FTA

egation here to hold talks.

OfFTA
Indian daspora, and the cast
and crew ofthe global hit Is-
raeli television shour Fauda
on Thursday before flying
backto India.

The push to the FTA
comes alongside the India-
Israel Bilateral Investment
Agreenient signed in
September 2025, aimed at
strengthening investor pro-
tection and dispute resolu-
tionmechanisms.

In a move with commer-
cial implications, the two
sides also agreed to explore
linking India's Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) with
Israel's payment system.

An MoU berween NPCI
International and MASAV
was signed to examine cross-
border digital payment inter-
operability, potentially eas-
ing transactions for busi-
nesses andtravellers.
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OPERAIION TSRAEL. Minister Narendra Modi with the
cast of Fauda in Jerusalem on Thursday arr

The statement came after
the two countries concluded
the first round of four-day
talks that discussed a wide
range of issues, including
trade in goods and services,
rules of origin, sanitary and
phyto-sanitary measures,
technical barriers to ffade,
customs procedures, intel-
lectual property rights and
digitaltrade.

MODI'S SECONDVISIT
In his secondvisit to Israel in
nine years, Modi also held
talks with President Isaac
Herzog, interacted with the

ing, we discussed gving a
new direction and a faster
pace to our cooperation. Our
iconomic coopiration is the'
engine of growth, innovation
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