
MSMEs need agile ecosystem, not
just sops: Karnataka Minister Kharge

t
crl

I

Aishwarya Kumar
Bengaluru

Moving beyond subsidies
and incentives, the govern-
ment mustbuild an agile and
secure ecosystem to enable
MSMEs to thrive, said Priy-
ank Kharge, Karnataka's
Minister for Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj, IT
andBT.

At the 4'h edition of the
b usines sline' s MSME Growth
Conclave in Bengaluru on
Wednesday, policymakers,
entrepreneurs and industry
leaders came together to ex-
plore the evolving role of
MSMEs. Ktrarge emphasised
the need to reduce depend-
ence on foreign firms. "If we
can manufacture at scale and
at affordable prices, the do-
mestic market itself is large
enough,"he said,

Ananth Narayanan,
Founder and CEO,
BRND.ME, said entrepren-
eurship in India is entering a

"golden phase," citing
greater global opporunity
and increasing availability of
risk caoital.

The' panei" discussion on
defence manufacturing fur-
ther explored' this mo-
mentum. LtCol (retd) Velan,
CEO, Elena Geo Systems, ad-
ded that India must move to-
wards global standards at par
withthe EU andthe US.

In a fireside chat with

Priyank Kharge, Karnataka Minister for Rural Development and
Panchayat Raf, lT and BT, speaking at the busrness/ine MSME

Growth Conclave in Bengaluru on Wednesday euoyGHosH

Raghuvir Srinivasan, Editor
of businessline, Srinivasago-
palan Rangarajan, CMD,
Data Patterns India, said de-
fence remains a tough sector,
"Every end customer is the
government, and the process
is entirely government-con-
trolled. That's a tough envir-
onment to survive in."

ST,PPLYCIIAIN SHIFT
A session on 'MSMEs and
Make in India' highlighted
the need for stronger public-
private collaboration, better
access to capital, and poliry
stability to enhance global
competitiveness,

Vijay Peri, VP-India In-
dustrials, Zetwerk, said,."In-
dia isn'tjust an alternative to
China. While .China+l gave
us visibility, the crrrent geo-
political climate is giving us
urgency. Global players are

actively diversi$ing supply
chains.," Rohit Punja, Admin-
istrator, Nitte Education
Trust, closed the conclave by
underlining the role of
MSMEs in building India's
industrialfuture.

The conclave was held in
association with Nitte
Deemed to be University,
and supported by NABARD,
Canara Bank, Karnatpka
Soaps and Detergents Ltd,
SSVITI Institutions Coim-
batore, Tally, Karnataka Milk
Federation, Mysore Sales In-
ternational Ltd, Milky Mist,
Karnataka Udyog Mitra and
Karnataka Industrial Areas
Development Board. Purava-
nkara served as the Office
Space Partner, TfansUnion
CIBIL as the Insight Partner;
and FICCI Karnataka as the
Industry Partner. _
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