
Mercedes -Benzto launch CLA Electric
3,195 electric cars,nut f thtuu
times Mercedes-Benz's 1,168
units. Iyer attributed the gaP to
differences in strategy."If sales

volumes were the objective,we
would be bringing price war-
riors, not technology warriorsi
he said. He added that about
7Oo/o of Mercedes-Benz's EV

sales in 2025 came from mod-
els priced above {1.25 crore.

"The Cl,AElectricwillbridge this
gap, offering high-end tech at a

more accessible price Pointi'
The CLA Electric will be

imported as a completelYbuilt
up unitasthere is no global CKD
supply chain for the model.
However, Mercedes-Benz India
plans to offer CKD-level Pricing
to staycompetitive.

Iyer linked the comPanY's
longer-term optimism to India's
economic growth. "We have
clearly seen that in the last 10
years,when percaPita GDP dou-
bled, our sales also doubled," he
said, adding that free trade
agreements with advanced
eionomies could further lift
consumerspending.

..t:. t58-lalifiEvaims
topowerluury
marketpush

VIKRAMCHAUDHARY
New Delhi, February 25

MERCEDES'BENZ INDIA will
launch its mostaffordable elec-

tric vehicle, the CLA Electric, at
around t58 lakh as it looks to
expand its presence in the
entry-luxury segment and
attract younger buyers. Book-
ings forthe modelwill open on
March l0,with customer detv-
eries slated to begin inAPriI.

"We want to attract Younger
Gen Zbuyers and driving enthu-
siasts;' Santosh Iyer, managing
directorand CEO of Mercedes-
Benz India, told FE He said the
company sees the newelectric
sedan as a wayto widen its EV
portfolio without diluting its
technology-led positioning.

While the passenger vehicle
market has tilted sharplytowards
SUVs,Mercedes-Benz is continu-

ing to back sedans."The largest-
selling luxury car in India is a
sedan,the E-Class. Forus,sedans
contribute 45olo of salesi IYer

said.To address concems around
road conditions,the ClAElectric
has been tuned with higher
ground dearance."Thiswill elim-
inate the sedan apprehension
many buyers feel regarding
speed breakers and monsoon-
affected roadsj'he added.

Despite being positioned as

an entry-level EVforthe brand,
Iyer described the CLA Electric
as a technologywarrior.The car
offers a'YWITP-certified mnge of
792 kilometres, which the
company believes will signifi-
cantly ease range anxietY and
make the model suitable for
long-distance driving.

The launch also comes as

Mercedes-Benz trails keY rival
BMWin elecff icvehide volumes
in India. ln 2025, BMW sold

To address concerns around road conditions, the CLA Electric
has been tuned with higher ground clearance

t

,. ''.

y

ai


