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Pacts ontable, PMin Israel

tostreng

SHUBHAJIT ROY
New Delhi, February 25

AS INDIA AND ISRAEL look to
elevate their strategic partner-
ship, Prime Minister Narendra
ModiarrivedinTel AviviWednes-
day on a two-day visit. He is
meeting Israeli counterpart
Benjamin Netanyahu and the
two sides are expected to signa
slew of pacts in the economic,
securityand diplomaticspheres
todeepen bilateral ties.
Modi’svisit toIsraelis taking
place amid turmoil in the
region, talk of a potential US
strike on Iran should negotija-
tionsfailin Genevaand US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s Board of
Peace initiative to rebuild Gaza
anddeployaninternational sta-
bilisation force in the ravaged
Strip. India has stayed away
fromthe Boardandattendedits
first meeting as an observer,
Modi was received by
Netanyahu and His wife Sara at
the Ben Gurion international
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Prime Minister Narendra Modii addresses a special session of the
Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, on Wednesday reurers

airport,and thetwoleadersheld
a private meeting there after.
Theywill meet Thursdayfor offi-
cial bilateral talks.

Modi, in a post on X, said,
“Had an excellent meetingwith
PM Netanyahu. Expressed grat-

itude to him for the warm wel-
come earlier in the day. It is a
delight to be back in Israel after
nine years. We discussed a wide
range of subjects aimed at
boosting bilateral ties. Sectors
such as technology, water man-

then bilateral ties

agement, agriculture, talent
partnership and more offer
immense scope forclose collab-
oration. We also discussed key
developments in the region””
“lamextremelyhonouredto
be received by PM Netanyahu
and Mrs Netanyahu at the air-

- port.Ilook forward to.engaging |

inbilateral discussions and fruit-
ful outcomes that strengthen
the India-Israel friendship,” he
said.  Welcoming  him,
Netanyahu said, “This is a bond
of real friendship! Mywife Sara
and Iwelcomed today our good
friend, PM of India Narendra
Modi, who has arrived for |
another historic visit to Israel. |
Prime Minister Modi previously |

-visitedIsraelin 2017,and Ilater

paid a reciprocal visit to India
that was truly exceptional”

“We share a close personal
relationship, speak often, and I
believe that thedeep friendship
between us powerfully reflects
on the ties between our two
countries,”he said. |
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