USTR: Tariff rate to hit 15%
or more for some nations

DAVID LAWDER &
SUSAN HEAVEY
Washington, February 25

THE US TARIFF rate for some
countries will rise to 15% or
higherfrom the newlyimposed
10%, US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said on
Wednesday, without haming
anyspecifictrading partners or
giving further details.

Greer told Fox Business
Network’s “Mornings with
Maria” programme that the
Trump administration does
not intend to raise tariffs on
Chinese goods above current
levels as President Donald
Trump plans to travel to China
in coming weeks.

“Right now, we have the
10% tariff. It'll go up to 15(%)
for some and then it may go
higherforothers,and I thinkit
will be in line with the types of
tariffs we’ve been seeing,”
Greer said.

He described the adminis-
tration’s plan to replace emer-
gency tariffs struck down by
the Supreme Court with new
duties, inclyding temporary
tariffs under Section 122 of
the Trade Act of 1974, which
took effect on Tuesday at a
109% rate, as compatible with
existing trade deals.

Greer said unfair trade

“practices investigations under
Section 301 of that same law
wouldbe the centerpiece of the
replacement effort, targeting
countries that build excess
industrial capacity, use forced
labor in supply chains, dis-
criminate against US technol-
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He said that he and Trea-
sury Secretary Scott Bessent
have repeatedly raised the
issue of excess industrial
capacitywith Chinese officials,
adding that unprofitable Chi-
nese firms are allowed to stay
open and continue producing
with government support.

“Idon’t think they’re going
to resolve that problem fully,
and that’s part of why we need
to have tariffs on China and
Vietnam and other countries
that have this problem,”
he said. \
| Askedwhethertheadminis-

e

tration is willing to impose

steep new tariffs on Chinese
goods that could upset a deli-
catetradetruce,Greersaid: “We
don’t intend to escalate
beyond”rates thatare currently
in place. “We intend to really
stick to the deal that we have
with them?”

Greer also said Section 301
investigations can serve as an
enforcement mechanism for
tradeagreements theadminis-
tration has struck in recent
months, including a deal with
Indonesia, which agreed to
accepta19% UStariffand open

_its markets to American goods.
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