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Stnkmg &'more accommod
ative noté than US Presidenit
Donald Trump on Indla 'S

there can be aéymmetz_’y
account for developmental
challenges, espemaﬂy \m*

1ower its “very hightariffs” "
on’ key items such as cars,’
wines and spirits in the In-"
ia-EU free trade agreement
being negotiated to gain 3’
balance ™ where both”™ sides -
have positive ‘outcomes, a
seriior EU official said; out-
lining the agenda for EU

President - Ursula von der

Leyen’s India visit later this

week.

INDIA VISIT
Von der Leyen will ben In-
dia with het team of Com- -

:| missioners on February 27-

28 to- meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-and repres- -
entatives from key Minis-
tries for streng

. us, reciprocity...
- mean that it’s a sort of ‘one
c oy for one’. There-can be.a de-.-

" gree of asymmetry, but” the'

forced secunty and defencef
- cooperation. .

; “We note thaf Indla

S0’ that is ebvlously

ment that we will always e

flect in our agreement. So for
it. doesn’t

key point is that there needs

. «to’be 3 balance,” the ofﬁcxalv : ‘
- ‘never been’ strenger ‘Thisis :

“said,

Acknowledgmg Indm s

sensitivities, the EU remains .

aggressive in its areas of in-

terest. “There needstobea, -
baldrice and'a ‘win-wir’. And
that is what'we ate pursuing :

. inour FTA:negotiationsidn=+
dia’s tariffs on produets

reduce tho etmffct
‘the oﬁmal sald

GROWING STRONGER
‘Referring to Trim: i

. ¢ive to-India’ and- th

“its “bilateral - negotlatxons P

India appnes a basic Cus-
‘toms duty of 70-100 per cent, e

On the Ukrame war and ]
;sanctions agamst Russiz, the..

.iveness and the
of the sanctxons

raising that witk
side, ”th i

onslaught and the need to
“de-risk” from Ching, the EU
official said the global con-
text, in general, was condu-

Coming together on’ variots.

" issues, including on trade:

“The case for an FTA has

an opportunity to come to-
gether, to diversify and-to
join forces on “the- growthz:n
agenda,” the official said:~

The EU is India’s largesL
regional trading partner, ac




