
GST{| tobring'One Nation, One Forum
for Fairness and Certaintf, says Sitharaman

given the responsibility to
hear appeals under all the
four GST laws passed bY
Cenral as well as State of-
ficers. This is the first forum
at which the adjudication
process converges under all
GST laws and across all tar<

administrations. In its meet-
ing on September 3, the
Council recommended June
as the cut-off date for filing
backlogappeals.

PENDINGCASES
Commenting on operation-
alisation of the tribunal,
Saurabh Aga::ral, Tax Part-
ner at EY India, said that the
onus is now on businesses to
proactively review their
pending cases and PrePare
their appeals to be filed be-
fore the March 37, 2026,
deadline.

This is a crucial window of
oppomrnity to clear the
baiklogs and ensure that the
appeals are not time-barred.
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cST Appellate TYibunal
(GSTAT) will usher into an
era of 'One Nation, One
Forum for Fairness and Cer-
tainqy', Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Wednesday

Formally launching
cSTAt the Minister said
that the tribunal itself has
passed through multiple
stages ofevolution.

'What began in 2017 as
tOne Nation, One Ta:r, One
Market' now evolves into
'One Nation, One Forum for
Fairness and Certainqt'," she

said. Further, she e:rpressed
confidence that the forum
willbecome amre symbol of
justice for taxpayers, a pillar
oftnrst for businesses, and a
catalyst for India's contin-
ued economic growth.

Taking cue from Prime

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman prr

is straightforward: reduced
legal frictions, greater sim-
plicity, and delays in litiga-
tion addressed proactively,
so cash flows move faster,
MSMEs and exporters invest
with confidence and citizens
feel the benefits of the qys-

temr"she said
After a long wait, GSTAT

will start accepting appeals
by the end of this month.
riearings will begin by *re
end of December, as recom-
mended by the GST Council.
Additionally, GSTAT will
double up as National ApPel-
late Auttrority for Advance
Ruling. While the original ad-
judication and the first ap
peal happens through indi-
vidual offi cers under the Act,
the second appeal - against
the orders ofthe first appel-
late authorities under the
Central as well as State tax
administration - lies with
theGSTAT.

The GSTAT has been

Minister Narendra Modi's
call of 'Nagmik Dano
Bhmtah', Sitharaman set the
clear focus for GSTAT.

JARGON-FREE
This includes jargon-free de-
cisions in plain language,
simplified formats and
checklists, digital-by-default
filings and vimral hearings,
and time standards for list-
ing hearing and pronounce-
ment.'1fhe outcome'we seek
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