India secks UK help

to bring economic
offenders tojustice
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday sought the
UK’s cooperation to bring to
justice economic offenders
and fugitives from India who
are currently living in Eng-
land. India and the UK also
agreed to ramp upjoint efforts
against organised crime, seri-
ous fraud, and illegal migra-
tion with a new framework

shire. The talks lasted three
hours. Apart from the signing
of the India-UK Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), the two
sides agreed to negotiate a
Double Contribution Conven-
tion, which will come into
effect along with the CETA.
The Convention will facilitate
professionals and the service
industry in both countries by
promoting competitiveness
and reducing the cost of doing
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coordination and cooperation,
Modi said at a joint press brief-
ing with his UK counterpart
Keir Starmer in London. The
agreement seeks to increase
cooperation in tackling cor-
ruption, serious fraud, organ-
ised crime, and irregular
migration through enhanced
intelligence-sharing and oper-
ational collaboration.
Economic offenders such
as Nirav Modi, Lalit Modi and
Vijay Mallya are currently fugi-
tives in the UK. On Tuesday,
India's Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri had said that
New Delhi has continued to
make the case for some of the
fugitives to be rendered to
India. “There is alegal process
that such requests and such
issues go through in the other
country, and we continue to
follow up very closely with our
partners in the UK on these
matters,” Misri had said.
Earlier, Modi and Starmer
had a one-on-one meeting as
wellasdelegation-level talks at
the UKPM’s country residence
at Chequers in Buckingham-

City in Gujarat, India’s first
international financial services
centre, and the UK’s financial
ecosystem. The two leaders
also adopted the India-UK
Vision2035document. The two
sides finalised a Defence Indus-
trial Road Map to promote col-
laboration in  co-design,
co-development, and co-pro-
duction of defence products.

The two leaders called for
accelerated implementation
of the Technology and Secur-
ity Initiative (TSI), which
focuses on telecom, critical
minerals, artificial intelligence
(AI), biotechnology and health
technology, semiconductors,
advanced materials, and
quantum. The TSI completed
one year on Thursday. Modi
and Starmer noted that five
more UK universities were
working to open campuses in
India under the New Educa-
tion Policy (NEP). Southamp-
ton University opened its
campus in Gurugram on June
16, the first foreign university
to open its campus in India
under the NEP.




