Major port cargorose 6% in September
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Major ports, owned by the central
government, registered a 6 per cent
growthin cargoin September at 65
million tonnes (mt), primarily driven
by crude oil cargo shipmentsand an
increase in miscellaneous
commodities. The previous month
sawanear 9 percentincreasein
export-import (Exim) cargoanda1.9
per cent fallin coastal cargo.
Crudeoiland miscellaneous
(other) commodities, which
cumulatively account for athird of
major port cargo, saw an increase of 9
per centand 41 per cent respectively.
Ontheotherhand, ahead ofthe
festival season, the last month also

saw private ports — or non-major

ports —reversing their slow growth so
farthisfinancial year (FY25),seeinga
cargogrowth of 10 per cent, witha12
per centincrease in Exim cargo.
Formajor ports, containers,
which are a proxy for trade of
finished goods, grew only by 3 per
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centin September as private ports
tookalarge pie of festive shipments
witha26 per cent growth.

While crude oil volumes at non-
major ports had been contracting
throughout FY25, September saw a
sharp 20 per cent year-on-yearrisein
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crude oil shipments, and experts
opine that these volumes will
continuetorise as crude oil cargo at
private ports had been sluggish due
to planned shutdowns in refineries
of oil majors like BPCL Kochi, IOCL
and Nayara Energy took planned

shutdowns in FY25, which also
impacted the petroleum product
exports. Major ports have so farin
FY25handled 414 mt of cargo, which
isaSpercentincrease compared to
thelastyear. Atthis pace, they
outpace their private peers growing
at4 percent.

Duringthe same period last year,
major ports were on aslow growth
trajectorywitha2.4 per centgrowth
incargo, and over the last two years,
thefirst half of the financial year has
been fraught with international
shippingchallengessuch asthe
Russia-Ukraine war, Israeli attacks
across West Asia and the prominent
emergence of Iran in the Israel-
Palestine conflict.

Interms of port performance,
trafficat Deendayal Port Authority
(Kandla Port) grew by 28 per centin
September. Part of it is due to alow-
base effect, asthe port struggled with
cargoinFY24.



