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fl*rffiTA terms set$
stage India{S trade talks

a,{

With the US finaiiy sivine its
official approval' "to "th*

Terms of Reference (ToRs)
for the India-{JS Biiateral
Trade fureement (BTA), the
stage is set for officials from
the two sides, who are meet-
ilg this week in r/r/ashington
DC, to flesh out details ofrhe
issues to be covered in the

'?he US has one of tle
lowest a-verage applied tarif
rates on _agncuitural
products, But maay'of our
trading partners maintain
prohii:itive tariff rates that
consrrain export opportunit-
ies for American farmers and
rdnchers," said USTR in a so-
cial media post.

the two countries, i*.ha are
meeting in lVashington DC
thisweek, on the coverage cf
the BTA," a so[rce rracking
tire matter told businesshitte,

ToRs outline rhe specific
goals of a trade agreement,
such as reducing tariff and
non-tariff barriers, regulat-
ory coacems and custom$ fa-
cilitation or address specific
trade-related issues, such as
lowering of aade defl cits"
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negoriations.
The going however, is

trikely to be rough for Indi4
with the US lYade &.epres-
entative Ofrce reiterating on
Wednesda.r the need foriar-
itr cuts in agr"icujrural
prcducts, an economically
and poliricaily sensirive area
for India.

ONTTIE,TABLE
"Trade officials will nowdis-
cuss, among other thtngs,
what ilre scope of tariff cuts
shouid be, what all woulcl
qualifiT as non-tariff barriers
and how should they be
treared, and what regr"rJatory
rnatters need ro be prit on t-hl
table."
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The USTR's fresh emphasis on
'prohibitive tarifk' oh farm
produets may make the going
tough for the lndian team
visiting the US

rural rrade def,cit is projec-
red to grow to $49 billion, a
recordhighl,'lGreersaid,.'
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Apart from the scope of mr-
iffs cuts, a decision ondie rn-' clusiorr oi other areas, iueh
as intelectual property, di-
gltal trade, governnaent pro-.
curerlent,' social secririty
and workvisas, will also now
be tlrashed out between
trade officials from the rw-o
sides, sources said.

'"Ihe US nodforthe ToRs,
announced by US Vice-pres-
ident JD Vance after his
meetir:g with Prime Minister
Narendra I{odi on Monday,
comesjust in rime to give dir-
ections to roir officiais from
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