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UNCERTAINTY PERSISTS

AMONG exporters on when
the additional global tariff of
150/o announced by US presi-
dent Donald TrumP will take
effect. However, theY remain
positive about the situation.
Whatever the tariff level, it will
be the same for all countries,
enabling them to regain cus-
tomers who moved to other
geographies.

The last season saw US

orders forthe summer suPPlY

drop 5Oolobut asthe additional
tarifffor India droP from the
high of 50ol0, the nert season
should see good recovery
chairman of fyotiAPParels and
former president of APParel
Export Promotion Council
(AEPC) H K L Magu said. The
orders that are shiPPed
between May to |ulY are
booked in |anuary-FebruarY
and buyers have moved to
otherlocations. In the SePtem-
ber-March season the aPParel
exporters See buyers returning
in abigway,he said.

"Buyers have been Placing

orders even aft erthe 18o/o tariff
(under the interim deal) was
announced, Anvthing lower
than that is onlyiavouhble for
them/ convenor of the Indian
Texpreneurs Federation based
in Coimbatore Prabhu
Damodaran said."There is no
confu sion arnong buYers in the
United Statesl' ExPorters say

that 15olo additional dutyis bet-
ter than 18o/o that were negoti-
ated with the US as Part of the
interim trade deal announced
on February 7. That deal

removed 2 5 o/o Russian oil tariffs
and reduced reciProcal tariffs to
LBo/o from 2 5o/o. The 1 8o/o tar-
iffs were never notified and in
between announcements of

r HKL Magu, former chief of APParel

Export Promotion Council, said

summer orders fell50%

F Buyers kept placing orders even at

the interim 18% duty, said Damodaran

of lndian Texpreneurs Federation

15olo global tariffs came after
the US Supreme Court fudge-
ment scrapping country-spe-
cific tariffs. "Since the
announcement of reducing
tariffs to 180/o, there have
been a lot of Positive
resDonses from the US.With
furiher reduction of addi-
tional tariffs to 15olo we are

still analysing the imPlica-
tion," secretary general of Sea

Food Exporters Association of
India KN Raghvan said'

Apparel and seafood
exports were most imPacted
bvthe 50olo duties. The 15olo

tiriffs will be charged on
goods entering the US from
February24.
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