FEBUREAU .
Pune, November22 :

 BAJAJ AUTO HAS gtareeid
working on the wor
: CNG—powered motorcycle —

first of its kind globally — and ki
is hopeful of-a: commercial .
launchin calendaryear 2025, -

said managmg director Ra)lv

Bajaj.

“Speaking to CNBC-TV18,..
Bajaj said there were no CNG
two-wheelersanywherein the -

world,and they were working
on themotorcycle, though it
wasatan earlystage. Itwasnot
easy to package a large CNG
cylinder on motorcycles where
space is a challenge, so the
company focuswas on getting
the productright, Hesaid.
‘Bajajsaid there was a 50-
65% reduction in fuel and

operating costs.The emission
levelswere lower compared to -

ICE vehicles. The CNG proto-
type had seen a 50% reduc-
tion in CO2, 75% in carbon
monoxide and a reduction of

almost 90% in non—methane, ‘

hydrocabon emissions.

‘Inthe past, there have béen ‘

reports and shots of the CNG-
powered motorcycleprototype
beingtestedand relatedpatent
filings by the company The
company wasz alsogoingbythe

market response totheirCNG-.

powered 3-wheelers - and

. expected asimilardemand for -
~ theCNGmotorcycles. Around

70% of the cargo and passen-

ger 3-wheelerssold by the firm .
were CNG-powered because of .

the operating costs and envi-

ronmental benefits.Evenifthe -

CNG segment accounted for
10-20% of themarket share, it

would mean 200,000 unitsa

month, Bajaj said. In addition,

the company is also ramping.

up the production capacity of
Triumph motorcycles and the
electric scooter Chetak. Bajaj
said the Chetak motorcycles
had gained market share from

11%afewmonthsagoto15%.

flrst ’

mg Bajaj the number three EV~
"2W company. -
“We ‘are averagmg at:

10,000 units a monthand are
constrained by capacity,” he
said. The production capacity
of Chetak e-scooters is being
expanded to 20,000 units

market share. A new Chetak

scooter isall set fora launch
nextmonth. -

Bajajsaid the companywas
surprised with the responseto

the . Triumph ' motorcycle, -

given the strong presence of

-Eicher Motors' motorcycles i in



