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with his British counterpart,

Keir Starmer, the Ministry of -

External Affairs (MEA) said

that “last-minute” work on

legal scrubbing of the ‘pact
was still on,

“There is the obvious legal..

- scrubbing, etc, that any such

agreement needs to go'

through. We are continuing
to work on those and last-
minute work is on. We will
update you on the final de-
tails related to this at'the ap-

the UK .0 old dlscussmns‘?_.

propnate time,” Foreign Sec-

retary Vikram Misri saidina

media briefing on Tuesday.

Misri was. replying.to -a-

question on whether the In-
dia-UK FTA will be formally

signed during Mody’s visit. -

The Indian’PM is scheduled |

_to leave for the UK on July

23, followmg which-he will ..

also visit, Maldw@s on July_
'25-26.

TRADING TARIFFS

Modi' and. Starﬁier an-

nounced . conclusion of the

this year.
The FTA will lead to tariff

"elimination for India on-

about 99 per cent of the tariff

lines by the UK, including
-mOSt:

labour—intensive
products ‘

'I‘heUKmllgamtarlff'

fre_e access to India for 85 per,
cent of its tariff lines sp‘read

_ overtenyears,

*With Commerce & Industi'y -

Minister Piyush ‘Goyal. ac-

‘companying Modi in his visit .

to the UK, the India-UK FTA

may be 51gned during. the .

tnp, an official source saad

" While all the details of the
deal had not been shared, the
Commerce & Industry Min-_

1stryhad clarified that sensit-

“ive items like dairy products,.

.apples, -cheese, etc. are ex-

-.cluded from any duty con-

) negotnatlons on May 6 thls y‘ear REUTERS -

~ cession by India to protect -

. itsfarmers. ..
FTA negotiations on May'6

i

“When asked about the ex- -

clusions in the FTA, the For-

.eign Secretary said that the
- India-UK FTA was a signific-
-ant pact. #

4And, therefore, the inclu-

"slons,o_f tariff lines.are likely
o be equally significant. So, -
by -implication, .I.think the :.
. exclusions may not be that

many,” Misri sa.td

. EXCHANGE OFFER

India and the, UK FTA is ex-
pected to double, bilateral
trade by 2030, currently at -
about $60° billion, the gov-

ernment had said.

“The FTA provides posm—v

for’ 854 of its Tines -

spread over

- ten years

* ive ifnpact onmanufactunng
5 ACross labour and techno-
'logy—mtenswe ‘sectors and

opens up export opportunit-
ies for sectors such as tex-
tiles,# ‘matine * “prodiicts,
leather, footwear, - sports :

“goods”and toys, gems and
jewellery and other import- -

ant sectors such as engineer-::
ing goods, auto partsand.en- -
gines , and - . .organic

_chenucais,”_ 'accordmg to.a
statement -

government .
sharedearher.. G ;
The exemption-for Indlan ‘

.. workers, who are temporar- -

ily in-the UK, and their em- .

 ployers from paying-social..

security contributionsinthe..
UK for aperiod of three years

. under the Double Contribu- -
. tion Convention will lead to

significant financial gains for-

- the Indxan semce prowders,;i

it added
-




