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New Delhi: G20 leaders could deliberate on
the adoption of their pledges made in the
September New Delhi summit and other is-
sues when they meet again, albeit virtually,
on Wednesday in the final such huddle un-
derIndia’s presidency. -

While G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant declined
to “pre-judge” what the leaders might dis-
cuss at the summit, he acknowledged that
several new challenges have emerged since
the New Delhi gathering of leaders on Sep-
tember9-10. -

The virtual summit is being held when
the Israel-Hamas conflict has flared up,
adding to uncertainties already caused by
the Ukraine war and posing fresh risks to

.the global supply chains, especially of en-
_ergy and food. Addressing the media on
the eve of the virtual summit, Kant said:
“While development will be the core agen-
da, the leaders may discuss many other is-
sues.” :

He said the virtual summit will not only
provide anopportunityto discussthe imple-

- mentation of the leaders’

B declaration, but it may also
India's G20 see leaders sharing their
presidency is views and enhancing coop-
endingatthe eration on critical chal-
end of this lenges that the world con-
month, and fronts.

Brazil witl The leaders may also “ad-
takeitover dress .gaps in global gov-
from > - -ernance, reaffirm our:ex

isting’ commitment ,

December :
5 - wards the sustainable d¢
velopment goals and move towards .a
reinvigorated multilateral system that is
better positioned to positively impact peo-
ple'slife”, Kantsaid.
Foreign secretary Vinay Kwatra said a
“largemajority” of G20leadersare expected
to attend the virtual summitbut didn’t spec-
ify whichleaders areunlikely toparticipate.

India's G20 presidency is ending at the end
of this month, and Brazil will take it over
from December.

During the presidency, differences had
cropped up over the language to condemti
Russia for Ukraine war.

However, New Delhi managed to hammer
out a joint statement after the September,
summit by drumming up a consensus. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese
presidentXiJinpinghadn’t attended the Sep-
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» Throughout the G20 pre

{ dency, Indiahas worked to
.ensurethe concernsof Global
‘South receive due cognisance
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y Thevirtual summitwill
buildonthemomentum

' achieved sofarunderindia's

presidency and

: offer further
‘guidance ' o

BIAYSETH

‘DEAsecy -

0f G20 leaders o participa
teinthe discussions,ashasbeen

tembersuminit. -

Asked about-their participation, Kwatra -
said: “Suffice tosay at this stage that we ex-
pectalargemajority of leaderstoparticipa-
te in the discussions tomorrow - as has been
the case even in the Summit in September
this year... We don't expect tomorrow's sum-
mitto be any different insofar as that is con-
cerned. :

" China has now said that Premier Li Qiang
will attend the virtual summit and reports
suggest Putin may attend it thistime.

Economic affairs secretary Ajay Seth said
the virtual meet will carry forward momen-
tum achieved by the September summit.




