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After clinchiqg a free uade
deal with the UK earlier this
moni*L lraia nopoq to.seal an

earlv barveqt uade agree-
merit with ttre 27-member
European Union bY JulY' The
agreemeilt is expected to
le=ad to greater marlet oP-
portunities for India's la-
Lour-intensive sectors zuch

as readymade Sarment$,
pharrnaceuticals, engineer-
ing goods and electrical ma-
chinery sources said.
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soqrce said,
The EU is l4dia's largest

tradins oartner with bilat-
u.at rr"aae at S137.4i billion
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n FYza23-24. India is the
EU's ".ninth
partner,
per cent of

. trade ingoods in 2024.

CtsA*&.C CONCtrTi$S
New Delhi's concerns
aroundthe EtPs Carbon Bor-

TXIICKYISSIJES L+ITER
"The India-EU earlY harvest
deal will focus on core trade
issues, primarilY tariff cuts

and market acccss, while the

ated by the eleventh round of
nesotiations that success-
ttflv concluded in Deihi on
ma'(, f 4.

'"Ihe EU is keen on steeP
duty cuts for items such as

automobiles, alcohol, meat,
poultry and rredical devices'
it also wants cqncessions in
goveffIment Procurement
rnd lPR. The last-mile issues
are being'sorted out. HoPe-
fiilIy the deal can be cont-
plered by Juiy," tire soruce
said.

tndia hopes that tariff cuts
for labour intensive items,areas of government Pro-

firrement and intellectual
property rights, in line with
ihe FtA signed with the UK,
but the nittr/-gfitty of it are

vet Eo be hammered out, t1re

lource added.
India's negotiating team

inciuding readymade gzu'
ments, will create a level
playng &cld for its goods ia
the EU market where coun-
tries like Vietnam and
Bangladesh enjoy an advant-
age as they are bcnefrciaries
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lndia's negotiating team for'
the lndia-EU FTA is in Erussels

this week

;
for the India-EU FTA is in
Brussels this week tb Uula
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