EU puts US trade deal on
hold over Greenland row
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ATRADE DEAL between the US
and the European Union (EU) is
on hold after the European Par-
liament decided to freeze a rati-
fication vote in response to Pres-
‘identDonald Trump’sescalating
threats toseize Greenland.

The Parliament’s trade com-
mittee postponedthevoteindef-
initely on Wednesday, casting
doubt on whether the pact will
ever getacross the finishline.

The deal has been swept into
thedeepening crisisbetweenthe
EUandUS over Greenland,which
has brought the trans-atlantic
alliance to the brink of rupture.
Trumpiscurrentlyvowingtoslap
tariffson several European coun-
triesuntilheisallowed tobuythe
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island,a Danish territory.

“By threatening the territor-
ialintegrityandsovereigntyofan
EU member state and by using
tariffs as a coercive instrument,
theUSisunderminingthestabil-
ity and predictability of EU-US
trade relations,” said Bernd

Lange,chairof Parliament’strade
committee,inastatement.

“We have been left with no
alternativebut tosuspendwork”
on the trade deal, Lange added, .
“untilthe US decidestoreengage
on a path of cooperation rather
than confrontation.”

The tariff threat, which
Trump made over the weekend,
prompted EU lawmakers to
reconsider their expected ratifi- -
cation vote on the US trade deal,
whichwas struckwithWashing-
tonlast July.The agreement seta
159% tariff on most EU goods in
exchange forapledge toeraseall
tariffson US industrialgoodsand
some agricultural products.The
pact was partially implemented
but still needs Parliament’s
approvaltobefinalised.
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