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ATRADE DEAL between the US

and the European Union (EU) is
on hold afterthe European Par-

liament decided to freeze a rati-
fi cation vote in response to Pres-

ident Donald Trump's escalating
threatsto seize Greenland.

The Parliament's tade com-
mittee postponed thevote indef-
initely on Wednesday, casting
doubt on whether ttre pact will
ever get across the finish line.

The dealhasbeen swept into
the deepening crisisbetweenthe
EU andUS orrcrGreenland,which
has brought the trans-atlantic
alliance to the brink of rupture.
TYump is currentlyvowingto slap

tariffs onse.iveral Europeancoun-
tries untilhe is allowedtobuytle

island,a Danish territory.
"By threatening the territbr-

ialintegityand sovereigntyofan
EU member state andbyusing
tariffs as a coercive instrurrent
theUS isunderminingthe stabil-
ity and predictability of EU-US

trade relations," said Bernd

tange,drairof Parliament's tnde
committee,in a statement.

"We have been left with no
altemative but to suspendworl(
onthe trade deal,Lange adde{ .

"untilthe US decidesto reengage

on a path ofcooperation rather
thanconftontationl'

The tariff threat, which
Itump rnade over the weeken4
prompted EU lawmakers to
reconsider their expected iatifi -
cationvote on the US trade deal,

whichwas struckwithWashing-
ton last |uly.The agreement set a

15olo tariff on most EU goods in
exchange fora pledge to ense all
tariffs on US industrial goods and
some agricultural products. The
pact was partialy implemented
but still needs Parliament's
approval to be finalised.
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