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G20 members are unlikely
to include a joint criticism
of US tariffs in the commu-
nication to be released at
the end of the leaders’ sum-
mit in Johannesburg on
November 22-23, said
sources.
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has confirmed his
* visit. to Johannesburg on
November 21-23 to attend
the summit, per the Min-
istry of Exterial Affairs.
“The meeting of the
Trade Ministers’ vertical
last month failed toreach a

consensus on the matter of
/

tariffs. So, it is unlikely that
any criticism of US tariff
will figure in the G20 lead-
ers’ statement,” a source
tracking the matter told
businessline.

TRUMP BOYCOTT
Interestingly, with US
President Donald Trump
boycotting the G-20, there
are also discussions around
whether a joint declaration
would be at released at the
end of the summit.

“The possibility of the
G20 Summit ending with
just the chair’s summary
document, and not a de-
claration, is also a likeli-
hood that is being talked
about. But hopefully, there

would be a joint declara-
tion as the agenda includes
many jmportant issues of

interest to the Global
South,” a second source
said. Joint criticism of US

tariffs, currently at 50 per
cent for India and between
10 per cent and 25 per cent
on other nations, would
have served the interest of
most G20 members, but
some members may not
want to offend Washing-
ton, the source added.

G20 THEME

South Africa’s G20 theme
of Solidarity, Equality, Sus-
tainability, which focusses
on issues supporting devel-
oping nations such as debt
sustainability of low-in-
come countries and finan-
cing measures to cope-with
disasters caused by climate
change, was termed as anti-
American by US Secretary

of State Marco Rubio
earlier this year. Trump re-
cently announced that he
would boycott the meeting
completely and that no offi-
cial from his administra-
tion would attend due to
the alleged discrimination
and human rights abuse
against the  Afrikaner

(white minority) popula- -

tion in South Africa. This
was denied vehemently by
the country.

JOINT STATEMENT

The US reportedly told
South Africa not to issue a
joint statement as it would
not support any declara-
tion described as a con-
sensus G20 position.

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa, however,
has indicated that he would
pushforastatement.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin, too, would not
be present at the summit
due -to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) ar-
rest warrant issued against
him for alleged war crimes.
However, Kremlin stated
that Russia will be repres-
ented “ata worthy level”.

Argentinian  President
Javier Milei and Mexican
President Andrés Manuel
L6pez Obrador have de-
cided to skip the summit,
but theywill send senior of-
ficials to represent their
countries.




