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China
round"the official said.

IMpOR|IS,EI(PoRTS
The chief negotiators from
the 10 Asean countries -Brunei,- Nlyanmar, Cam-
bodiq Indonesia" Laos,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnim

- are in Delhi this week to
participate .in the four*r

reducing and eliminating du-
ties on 76.4 per cent cover-
age ofgoods.

However, the Asean ioun-
tries did not take on uniform
commitments and had a di-
verse duty stnrcture with
countries like Vietnam tak-
ing lower commitmenrs,
which India wants to be cor-
rectedinthe review.

DEFENCEMECIIANIS]U
With-China's increased in-
tegration with _Asean coun-
tries over the past decade

, and a half, India wants that
the ROO should be effective 

.

in blocking imports of
Chinese products through
Aseancountries.

"ROO needs to be strin-
gent enough to block inflow
of Chinese goods into India
from the Asean countries at

r 1l&[g&fia{

Amiti Sen
New Delhi

India will focus on maxim-
ising irs exports to the Asean
bloc- by addressing specific
market access issues with
each country in ttre ongoing
rouncl of t}le Asean-India
free trade agreement (I"TA)
rwiew, said sources. ,

"The ideais to have amore
balanced trade wittr thE
Asean. Since we implemen-
ted the pact in ZOttj, differ-
ent Asean countries have

Toved differentlyin terms of
uerr export competitiveness
and impon intensiveness.
Sqwe are tryingto maximise
our trade volumes with these
countries," an official track-
ing*re mattersaid.

New Delhi will also rnr to
ensure rhat the rules ofbri.
gin (ROO) - the criteria ro
cietermine the narional ori-

cially
country imports, espe-
from Chinq do not

come through the bloc at
preferendal tariffs.

"The key drivers of the
Asean-lndia FTA are ROO
and market access. We want
t9 

1ee 
thal rtre ground prin-

crples rn these two areas are
agreed upon in the ongoing

drivers the,
FTA are rules of

origin and market access

gin ofa product * are strin-
Sent
third

enough to ensure that

round ofreview ofthe bilat-
eral FTA, officiaily called the'
Asean-India T?ade in Goods
Agreement (AITicA).

'fhe AITiGA, implemen-
ted in 2010, resulred in dis-
Proportionate gains for
Asean countries. While In-
dia's e4ports to the bloc in-
creased to $+l.z billion in
FY24 from $25.52 biltion in
F"Y11, impons shot up to
$79.66 bilIion in Fy24 fr.om
$30.6 billion in Fy11.

Underthe pact, loth sides
agreed to otrien their respect-
ive markets by progressively

nil or low interest rates. In-
dia has to protecr against
that,"the offi. cial said. -\
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