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teaving no doubt about his '

i4tention tci penalise India,
US President Donald Tirump
has said ttrat reciprocal tar-
iffs will be imposed ort the
country on April 2 if New
Dellii does not lower.its tar-
iffs zubstantiallyby then.

Key Ministries, including
hrternal Affaks, Commerce,
Finance arrt Agriculture" are
huddled in meetings wittr
stakeholders to decide on
tarif cuts but time is run-
nirlg out, with Trump insist-
ing on sticking to the April 2
timeline.

Donald Trump

date if it did not lower its
duties.

Tlump has time and qgain

called India a high-uritr
country and talked about im-
poslig reciprocal tarifs on
such countries on April 2.
But this is tlre first time he
directly mentioned that In-
diawould face tarifs on that

t}te US, and it may not be
possible to bring them down
to ttre US level for all sectors,

,.As:lndi.a isa developing na-
tion'with farmers and small.
enterprises to prolect.

The US' simple average
uriff on imports is 3,3 per
centwhile India's is dver&ve
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BT4TOTAIGfiME times higher at 17 per cent,
Going stricdy by what according to WTO figures,
TYump said, the US will go The US'trade-weighted av-
aheadwitlrthereciprocaldu- eragc taritr is 2.2 per ceng
ties withou waiting for India while lndia's is 12 per cent.
.to lower tariffs uuder tle ilheaverageappliedtariffs
proposed lndia-US bilateral on agricultud goods byln=
trade pacq the first tranche dia is much higher ar 39 per
of which is to be delivered cenqwhiletheUsdutiesare
tlis fall, a source tracking the at 5 per cent.
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