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India is unlikelyto.extend the
moratorium on the imposi-
_tion of customs, duties on
electronic transmissions at

the WTQ’s. 13th Ministerial

Conference (MG13) in -Abu
Dhabi this month, as-there is

no.consensus. on its. scope.

and it benefited mostly de-
veloped nations, per - an
official.

India, with. support. from.

South Africa, is also.set to op-
pose efforts made by a num-
ber of countries, including

China, for a plurilateral pact
on. investment facilitation
for, development, as it-is a
non-trade issue falling out-

side the purview of the WTO,.

the official added,.. -

. “NewDelhiis notinfavour
of a further extension of the
e-commerce . . moratorium.

eVery ar.

moratorium say it comprises
_ physical goods that have be-
come dlgltahsed over, -a

period.of time due totechad:,

vancement, -the official ad-
ded. -
“For example, books and

movies - that. . were -earlier,

Studies and Teports that-
analysed the scope:.of the

coming in t.hé form of phys- .. .
ical copies, cassettes or CDs;
are coming.as intangibles.

Some say it covers services
also that are dehvered ng11:~
ally.

“There:, are’. other mter-
pretanons, t0o.. The pro-
ponents of the moratorium
need to.explain the scope to

nations, who are exportersof
such products, will gain from;
the moratorium at the costof:
developing nations that are

us so that an .informed de~
. cision can be taken,” said the
.-official. Based .on UNCTAD
studies, itisassumed that the
scope of moratorium is digit-,
ised products, and developed

lmporters, the ofﬁcxal added.

PUSH FOR lFD
WTO members: agreed notto
impose customs. duties.ion
electronic . - transmissions:
since 1998, and the morator-
ium has been periodically ex-
tenided. at: successive minis-
terial:  conferences. . A
China-led group of130 counr.
tries are: pushing for the In~
vestment Fagilitation for De
velopment (IFD) proposal.
.‘The proposal foran agree-
ment; on IFD is an-initiative:
of 130 members, with China:

"as one: of the leaders, which

Indiais strongly opposed to.
The: proponents want. to
bring the: proposal through
annexure-4 of the WTQ, un-
der - which the - proposal.
would be binding on only the:
sxgnatorymembers Indiabe~
lieves it could lead to-undue,
altering of the scope of the'
mululateralforum N
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