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Ind:an delegatlon to

visit UK for FT A talks

Both partles target
' abreakthrough
in lates t round

’MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhl, February 20

;EThe teath pJans to

" “FTAtalks started on.
. January 10

resolve pendmg issues .

h roundo the

cials will be visiting London
totrya and resolve the pending
issues wpere a breakthrough
is proving hard, sources said

on Tuesday. This visit comes

in the midst of the 14th

round of talks which started’

‘onjanuary 10.

~Last wéek,the Primeé Mln-, b

1ster’s office held a review of

the status of negotiations. A" i

similar high-level delegation
from the UK had visited India
between January23-25.

- The:chief negotiators of
both countries would. hold

negotiations on dlfferent”

issuesstichas goqu, serwces,
and rules of origin.

The India- UK FTA has 26

chapters or policy areas and
- the majority of chapters are
either closed'or in the final
stages - of . negotiations.

Sources said that the attempt,

of this visit would be to-close

the remaining issues. .
FTAnegotiations between

India and the UK started in

January 2022,and since then,

on many occasions, there

AS THE TALKS ori the India- .8 Laktweel FMO

UK free trade agreement
(FTA) enter the final stages,a
* high-level delegatlon of offi-

“held a review of the
status of negotiations

‘mASimilar delegation ffom .
the UK visited India between "
| January 23 and 25

E India and the UK are also
| negotiating aBilateral
Investment Treaty

B in FY 2022- -23, merchandise
trade between the
two was at

$20.36 bﬁ

have been hints that the ,
negotiations are about to

conclude, but the talks still. -

continue. -

- Along with the FTA Indxa
and the UK are also negotiat-
ing a Bilateral Investment

- Treaty which will be signed -
alongwith the FTA, ;

The UK is an important
trading partner of India. In
the last financial year the

bilateral merchandise trade

between the two increased to

$ 20.36 billion from $ 17: 5 :

billionin 2021-22. .
Through the FTA India is

‘seeking greater marketaccess

to its traditional exports like

textiles and leather. In ser-

vices it is seeking v}easxer,;
access for its skilled profes:. -
sionals from sectors like IT"
and healthcare ‘'in the UK"

- market. On.the other-hand,
. the UKis seekmgamgmﬁcant—

cutinimport duti

_ iskey, elec-
tric vehicles, famb  meat, -
chocolates and certain con-
fectxonaryltems ; ;
It:is also looking for more °
opportumtles for UK services
in Indian markets in seg-
ments like telecommunica- -

tions, legal and financial ser-
. vices.

Other- issues 'of
contention in talks centre
around mtellectual property
protectlon.



