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UK PRIME MINISTER Keir.

Starmerhostedadelegation of
13 Indian companies at 10
Downing Street in London,
with the British government
describingitasa “curatedvisit”
to enhance bilateral partnet-
ship and boost investments.
The visit on Wednesday fol-
lows Starmer’s meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

“on the sidelines of the G20
UK Prime Mmlster Keir Starmer (right) meets a deiegatmn [¢)

Summit last month,when they
committed to take forward an
“ambitious” UK-India Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership
with collaboration opportuni-

ties on economic growth, secu-

tity and defence, technology,
climate, health,and education.
Accordingtoareadoutfrom
the British High Commissionin
New Delhi, the Indian investors
and CEOs also met senior Cabi-
netministersto discussjobcre-
ationand growth opportunities
under a proposed India-UK
trade deal after Starmer had
_confirmed the rélaunch of Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) neco‘a—
ations earlyin the newyeat.

““India is a vital partner for

the UKand we have huge ambi-
tiontounlockmore opportuni-
ties together; building on our
already strong relationship,”
“said Starmer, with reference to
thé business meeting. “I'm
delighted to welcome some of
India’s most senior business

‘

the Confederation of Indian Industry (CHl) in London. Bharti
Enterprises chaxrperson Suml Bharti M Mittal ied the delegation

leaders to Downing Street and
to outline the UK’s ambitious

focus oneconomic growthand

innovation,”he said. ;
The delegation, supported

bythe Confederation of Indian

Industry (C11), discussed deep-

ening ties with chancellor of

the exchequer Rachel Reeves
and foreign secretary David

Lammy. Meanwhile, business.

‘and trade secretary Jonathan
Reynolds and minister for
‘trade policy Douglas Alexan-
der discussed bilateral trade,
worth £42 billion a year and

_supporting ovér 600,000 jobs

across both economies.

The companiesrepresented
are said to have collectively
invested over £10 billion into
the UK and employ tens of
thousands of people across the
country.The delegationwasled

by Suml Bharti Mittal ,chairper-
sonof Bharti Enterprises,which
completeda major investment
inthe BT Group thisyear.

“This business deiegatm'nj

comes at a pivotal moment, as
Indiastandsasthefastest- -grow-
ing large economy and is on
track to become a $5 trillion

~ economy by 2027. Over time,

India-UK relations have devel-
opedintoarobust, multifaceted
partnership built on historical

‘ties, economic synergy, and

increasing geopolitical align-
ment,”said Mittal, adding, “The
India-UKFreeTrade Agreement

negotiationspresent significant. |

opportunities for mutual

- growthand coopemﬁon

Other companies repre-

sented included Biocon Group,
Reliance Indust"les,Tata Steel, |.
and TVS Motor Company. PTI




