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qhippirg cosrs, conrainer crunch
figure in talks with pi)rysh Go)rat

Ouf Bureau
New Delhi

Commerce & Industrv Min-
ister Pilush Golzl met"stake-
holders from the shipping
and. cargo sectors, including
senior goverrrment officials
and representatives from
some companies, to resolve
problems such as high ship-
ping costs, container short-
age and congestion, being
faced by exponers and
lmporters,

The Container Comora-
tion of India has decidbd to
allow the storage of emnw
containers in *ri vard at ifr6
Jawaharlal Nehnr port Ru-
rhoriry (JNPA) free of cost,
for 90 days, and has sisnific-
antly slashed the loading and
handJing charges, Coyal an-
nouaced after the meeting.

RSTIISEDf,ATES
Charges being levied beyond
90 dayS have been hilved
frorn t3,000 to tl,S00 and
storage and handling rates
tor containers will be re-
duced from {9,000 to t2,000
(for a 40 ft container) and

The government wili
monitor the siruation with
the next review scheduled in
Octr:ber end. The clelibera-
tions took stock ofthe emqr-
ging geopolirical and eco-
'nomic scenario. ',In the
current circumstanqes, witl
,the Red Sea crisis due to
Houthi operations, two wars
and its impact on ilterna-
tional trade, we thought it
would be a good idea to en-
gage with a ruultidisciplinary
team," Go1z1said

COfiru'AINER CAPACIIY&S
The Shipping Corporatiorr of
India (SCi) arnounced .rhat

it was char-tering conrainer
ships to increase container
capacities. It witrl be en-
hanced by 9,000 rwenty-foor
equivalent unit (TEUs).
"The SCi will also buv five
container ships to .nirarrc.
cargo-h andling capaciry. Th e
shipping lines assured that
all charges iike concainer
transpo$ation aad lifl on-
lift off at yards would be em-
bedded in the deiiverv order
given to shippers,,'pei an of-
ncral release. porr caDacities
have already been enianced

by 2.3 million TEUs, said TI(
Ramachandran, Secretaly,
Ministry of Pons, Shipping
and Waterways Shipping.

To stop illegal profiteering
arising out of.shortage and
delay, private coritainer
yards will be mandatedto re-
gisrer wirh GST authorities
and that ir woutd not acceDt
anycharges in cash.

Secretary, Ministry of
Pons, Shifping and -,'irater-

ways Shipping, TK
Ramachafldran announced
that Chairman of JNpI Un-
mesh" Sharad Wagh, has as-
silled that congestion and
bottlenecks will be elimin-
ated. To enhance expoft-re-
Iatecl processes, traffii delays
near & ar"ound JNPA will be
minimised aad simultaneous
container scanning at JNPA
will be implemenred for.
faster clearances and re-
duced'rurnaround time.

Revenue Secretarry Saliav
Malhorra said rhat tirc' Cent'-
ral Board of Indirect faxes
and Customs (CBIC) wiil en-
sure that custom ciearances
at the ports will be expediled
by sim'.rltaneously stieening
two 2O-foot containers.

Piyush Goyal announced tha(the Container
had cut loading and handling chargesnrr

from t6,000 to t1,000 (for a
20 ft container), announced
Ra"llwayBoard Chairman and
CEO Satish Kumar.

DECISIONS REACHED
"Every government depaft-
ment has contributed'col-
lecdvely to come up with
fresh ideas to resolve the
problems. I am confident
*rat it will signifi cantly bring
oown stupprng costs, im_
prove availability of empft
shipping conrainers, aii
faster evacuation of exoort
consignments, and reduce
congestion and time taken at

porL:s," Goyal told reporters.
I(ey decisions tal<en in the

inter-rninisrerial meeting in-
clude, setring up a mu.l-
tidisciplinary heip desk to
support exporters, ailowing
empty containers to be
stored in the .]awaharlai
Nehru Pon Arithorirv
(.I1VPA) yard, reducing hand'-
ling and loading cdsts of
empty containers by CON-
COR (Container ion:ora-
tion of India, implemeirting
srmultaneous container
scanning at.INpA, and min-
imising trathc delays around
the area-

Sffi$*PSf,lTlSAI. ntrSUHS, Commerce Minister took stock of situation arnid Red sea crisis and ongoIng wars
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